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PERSPECTIVE

O gfgsay,

1. g9 4RT & Ad Td T HIgAT foRivie o Ay 9
3T b 1Y JSHR G 3R TaAdl &1 61 g1 FRR
gRad-RAA SR FATcyul Hries H URIaR HIRTd & H1Y-
Y 3 Afadd b1 Ht eg HAT MawaH gl AT & |

. T YR & 39 3 I W Ud Ao YT [avg &l
qd a3 gg § AUGHT O DI qUTS ol §1 o9
T HHARE & gaffior e td Wd Wefa &
FeTaT o H Y T 3 | gfagey & & H g vd
SARTPR TR W 30T YfawT & Y= ¥ o Bl TAmfd
o™ a1d 3o WIw Il W g4 74 ¢ | Wd UfaHl &
N & 1 ¥ §% 9 had W vfawgef ik
UTGHT &1 TR BT &, Fedh ST SR & Aferd,
THRIAD 3R JarTor fawr & Fatea urufiiear o &
gfa 3o e @t gy ot FRar 3

. B ueiEfa o et Wit @ giides 9urs 3ar §1 a8
Iudfsd M FRaR uRym, THU0 iR SHP S
fsare o1 ufkomy g 1 g2 guf fayma g f smo aaft et
T3 UftyeT T d BT 3r0emaf TR W I 3R e Bt
T § HEaqUl aTar &l |

. Y I8 §dId U U 81 a1 8 fh faciia ad 2025-26 ]
§% 1 HRIFTET ITgded 6T § | ARt facia
giRome gART fafi= Sl & Iied Gardl, SR
3R Ufaagar &1 ufafsfed Bd &1 39 WIe-1g Iuafs
& forw & oy o &1 gifder o Tar §1 9 3 vgw
PTG AHD] H GHRIHS GRUH & 1Y 318,697
IS BT 3F I HI qaiiere Haa ary il fear g1
faRy &0 9§, Febel TUIY Ud Faet TIT &1 H et st

B "5 ura, o 2026

Dear Unionites,

1.

[ am extremely delighted to connect with all of you through
this special issue of Union Dhara dedicated to 'Sports and
Sportsmanship'. In an increasingly dynamic and challenging
work environment, it is essential that we strengthen our
professional skills as well as our personality.

[ congratulate the editorial team for dedicating this issue
of Union Dhara to 'Sports and Sportsmanship.” Bank
believes in promoting sports culture and the holistic
development of our employees. As Unionites we take
immense pride in our staff members who have brought
glory to the Bank by displaying their talent in national and
international sports events. By actively encouraging and
nurturing sporting talent, the Bank not only strengthens
values such as teamwork and healthy competition, but
also reaffirms its belief in giving utmost priority to the
balanced, positive, and all round development of its
employees.

[ extend my heartfelt congratulations to all the promotees.
This achievement is the result of your consistent hard
work, dedication, and excellent performance. I am
confident that all of you will live up to the expectations
of the Bank in your new roles and make a significant
contribution to the progress of the organization.

. I am pleased to share that the Bank has delivered an

encouraging performance for the financial year 2025-
26. The audited financial results reflect the collective
efficiency, discipline, and commitment of our teams
across the organization. I extend my sincere appreciation
and congratulations to all of you for this commendable
achievement. The Bank has reported an all-time high
net profit of 318,697 crore, supported by positive
outcomes across key performance parameters. Notably,
both GNPA and NNPA levels have declined, reflecting
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. SR P! YRUME JHY-THT R g Jobal §, 3fd: Tg
T TP & [P 79 o0 PRI & TGS
3P Td YEGIdrU R disd ¢! Fad <O 31
BT Tter ey [ & guTdt Ifdaror Td useq ¥ g
didop1fere farg & T U W Td Yag11d PRGN
ST ST TET 31 HedqUl & | §HART SRi-ie fasm
& 3wy, fafld Rl R 3RIRRed dfd g9 w1t
f%u 7T §1 3 B9 dF & Hr o H G & Y-y
Uil T8 ITE H Tl angdl 3R SAR TGl & Ui
f3sha &1 Sg1a1 <d §U AEH! & T 9 & JS1d Bl IR
EEEGERI]

. R & FU H g faym sifSfd ad gU % H-gA
# ayved gEEd S 9IigUl Afde SRR AR
Tt wraf 1 AnfeRi o, R urefRiar e 3k
TEH! & I el | TP SRISRT o arforfcaes e
Y raerd g1 auT faasyul sy veem ik TR geg
fufor W eneria 811 Jag-ig yursit & Hremw I g4
3/ Yfdwe 3fid P §Y dHericres fasra gz
B UTEA | Gee U ATHICdT BT 3TUR 81 A,
THTET, Tag-1adT 3R SUTe & JH-GY F §H 304
9% 3R ITP HiTST P gad §91d 3|

B o @t § Uy sden aRan § & o omeiiar @
T TGHR AR db DI 3R 31 TR 9 8 FRIR
T 3 | Td Biel GUR, AfaRad T 3R SHFER
0T 1 Fae §UR T o Hid o) Feied R 8, e
9 B 3f1fiep oIl & +ff S(oHT AT a1 B 1 33, &Y
9 e T8 e 3R AFe wIIid &3, 59 W 84 1

)

sustained improvement in asset quality and prudent risk

management practices.

. While market perceptions may fluctuate, it is essential

that we remain focused on objectively assessing and
strengthening our own performance. Net Interest
Income is directly linked to the effective deployment and
management of funds. Therefore, maintaining a healthy
and sustainable business mix is critical for long-term
growth. In line with our strategic direction, ecosystem
banking hubs have been established across various
locations. These hubs will increase Bank's CASA deposits
as well as increase the per customer product and will
help in further deepening the Bank's engagement with
customers while boosting cross selling of our products.

6. As bankers, we must earn trust while ensuring

profitability in every transaction we undertake. Ethical
conduct should guide all actions, delivering transparency,
fairness, and value to customers. Each business decision
must be commercially viable, supported by prudent
risk management and responsible pricing. Sustainable
practices help us secure long term growth while earning
good returns. Strong compliance is the foundation
of profitability. By aligning ethics, profitability,
sustainability, and compliance, we strengthen our bank
and its future.

. I expect all of you to go beyond routine responsibilities

and make tangible efforts to further strengthen our
Bank. Every small improvement, extra effort, and
honest decision not only reinforces the foundation of
our organization but also contributes to the nation’s
economic progress. Let us all work together to establish
such values and standards that we can take pride in, and

Eﬁ 3R 3 areft tﬁ%{ﬁ f ORoT g1 Y| from which future generations may also draw inspiration.
YUFHEATSH Ffgd  With best wishes,
W-‘ W»O
@mofilyuruse)  (Asheesh Pandey)
ey e ua H$3t  Managing Director & CEO
___min] |

3w, et s, 2026
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Dear Readers,

g urge ],

T gfFEA URT &7 W SR Qd HIAT faRwie TRgd $vd g
3d g9 g1 e B

sy S afkaw fARaR aRada=ia B, Sef dea-3f=d
FHIYUTER, TH-TH § HH-fAreE R gedt ufawf
fagioart 81 ¥ uRewg § dqferd ok Wy wrd-siia s1g
R T HEd R Ht ¢ I1a1 81 ¥ T g aHfiss ara
FY B, ARNG WA R AFRG Agad §18 @ o
TE® g1 T CHadh, SR, IH-ad 3R W fawal &t
U1 Hft AR R €, ST W6 &l Yeg s & |

IR S B fafie TRl 3R Yfiyersit & drelRd se=nial & od
TfAffea Td S & A1 ¥ MUt Td1g dgM, TganT
Jee HA 3R YAfhd SRS AHRa &1 & 3fawR U
gld &1 3 Ugd HHIR! JeHIRIAT BT JIaT 33 & JrU-Tiy
oS I B! Uity & T Rig gidl &1 gHa-99g
TR SRR W Ffifang, fthe-d ugd SR oy Hrihd
2 Ufddsdl &1 Ufafed § S SRl de™ & Q-
THRIAD B aaraR], SO fI4RT 3R wgar &1 ft geg
BT | Vb A IS Od U adAH At & aiTeH o1 gt
HRd BU WA T W HIAT fa=iwies URd 631 AR fald TRa
F1 AT 81 89 39 3R R g das! 9y Yures g aftfa &
el & 9gqed ANTGM & Yl 37O TRIGHT e BT d1gd
&, foFa T ik gadur ¥ U8 favivies ueh ade SR 90g
JHa 91 TP 5 |

&4 At ey R Rig, SU T YS & Ufd faQy snuR
ad HRd 8, eI adt & I97 qu1 39 3 & guy favg-
g &1 sifaw 0 A A o srguayul AnfexiF ¥ Agayuf
e féar | g0 gt ol IR, T8 uaUd adT $i I
wsfaq f3gen, afvss waus & ufd o eifde =g e
I ¢, % TganT § 39 faRivie o1 favg-ag I9< &3 &

o4 fayra 2 & ug fadiwier simuent Uil ud tRumerdt v |
3TI% T YaiTal &I g4 Wed Tt |

Hae
Jl

(eIRBA 2fd fdpor)

B S et e, 2026
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We are delighted to present the ‘Sports and Sportsmanship’
special issue of Union Dhara.

The modern banking environment is rapidly evolving, driven
by targets, deadlines, and rising competition. In this context,
maintaining a healthy work-life balance is increasingly important.
Sports and fitness help manage stress, promote physical health,
and maintain mental balance. They also build teamwork,
discipline, coordination, and a spirit of healthy competition, all

vital for a strong organization.

At our Bank, employees across various levels and roles gain
valuable opportunities through sports activities and events to
enhance interaction, strengthen collaboration, and build an
integrated work culture. These initiatives promote employee
engagement and contribute to achieving organizational
objectives. The sports competitions, fitness initiatives, and
wellness programs organized from time to time reflect this
commitment, enhancing efficiency while fostering a positive
work environment, mutual trust, and teamwork. It is a matter
of pride for us to present this special issue on ‘Sports and
Sportsmanship’ in recognition of the contributions of both past
and present sportspersons associated with the Bank. We also
take this opportunity to acknowledge with appreciation the
valuable contributions of all writers and members of the Editorial
Committee, whose efforts and dedication have made this special
issue a meaningful and enriching compilation.

We extend our special thanks to Shri Ambarish Kumar Singh,
DGM, for his insightful guidance in the selection of articles and
in shaping the overall content of this edition. We would also like
to express our sincere thanks to Ms. Rubeena Parveen, Chief
Manager and Shri Ryan Edwin D'Souza for their support, which
has enriched the content of this special issue.

We are confident that you will find this special issue both
informative and inspiring. We look forward to receiving your
valuable suggestions.

Yours sincerely,
T}

(Gayathri Ravi Kiran)
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. HRSPR 3G
& HgIUaY®
&4 3MUD IS Bd Al Aarforad sildol bl 1ol B 3

ot TUTT PR S, T Useeh, THUTHST Hes
DI Tatens | Uiaf-gfad & aRME i S J b
ARy Tt We-g areE & e S T8 @
Z&T REHR J JEATT fopar rar 71 off 3ifrd 2mg,
T8 Td WeHINRal Hll, YRd PR & B HAA! I
ot U PUR AT § QREHR Ut b i
d% 31 37T BT 3! $H Il | ITd § 3R
T 35 gliGd YT od o

Treff T W AEY, TG Yhed 3R ATAIY Y Sfida
forare Hrom FRd gU gt Sifor il 7 el &
3T -1 r]3, R $HR ke, A1de TR 3R
Ade fofodort Sft fay &t 9e St Td gHgo!
Jfedl B Wwag fbdrl 9 39 IRT grid RReRl W ugaq
arelt v Efyaifia wfgen 1 gfvee S offt e
DI ITH! T STURT TG 3R 8 I U BT FHd
FRA R TG G
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Wd Had ARG Tfafafd a1 wHRe
T €1 3 U fca=mmel qrore Hread
&, STt foet ITY &1 Ugae & sitad a-rd
& SR QAT & T8 Thdl 1 HIa=T ST
g1 U Td ¥ g W HFd GHTS 6T
3ifiys fewar a1 81 W o 776 S gd
P! TP Hd R A1d §, 951 wfaeaei &
Y- Hipfdh SGH-UGH Hi gial
¥1 ey g7 & @ <1 o wEA
&1 Uit &1 T4 &1 SToid &1 Heaid,
3AR®T &I TRbcald a1 SUH Bt
SISl - O W I o DI AP B P
RUTYT Fd §1 HRA o fafaerarguf
3§ 9 UHdl $I 9y Tolgd G
ST §U 1 W P A TR T, o,
S SR &= 3nfe &t dlar et 4
iR ot 81 59 1983 ® YRA 7 fohape
fa%y U Siar dl YRd & T 98 713 U
T o offd e T, Sfeh Wa & 8 B U
ST SR ATI I GG G 1P
e, GCiie aard 3R AeHIfaS
SRR ¥ R T UT| HiUd ¢d Bt
3fTaTs arelt A9 #F Sfid ¥ W W B
TS A H Ry faan| arat | 39 Sitd
BT SY T o [T TSl IR IaR 31T
T W 2011 Iy U Y Sid 3R
2023 fay &Y &t Aol 3 g e
EARERCE I EXAT

QA I UgIH FT Aolgd B ©
IS & AT el - HUo, SR,
3R O 9 &Y TgTdT 34 §I 9T PIS

I 5 . oo, 2026

HRAT RIS SfARRIPI Hel IR AP
& Y TS BT S, A B R BT AT
T4 q a1 g | 2024 ARG it
YRA 3 Th I90d (ARl ATST) 3R Ui
HG [ W B &, Wid
3T Wevad SR glet dw) ufed
$d 6 UGH Sild| YR I TF U
Ugell YR Afga s fSreiH T gl
3fciftes H &l Uch Sitd | YR Tyeliel
1 ST FH AT G b gar3fi H g
T4 BT YTd ST | W A Had AT
Suaie g, e Arfed -0 BT
HIegH 81 IS UgaH A dIey U Y
& AR b FfIBH, Hed, GwPpia SR
TRT B HIGTT ¥ g1 T AP TR
TR Y UgdH & AMHR a4 & Agayuf
YT T 81 99 faaret oma ew
& Y @&l & [y HEH W IR g, dl
3 R Y &1 vl wrd 81 = fsam
¥ 39 W & I F AP IO B,
TS RN § SR BRIs! anll & fadt
Teh 1Y 4Shd g

AT & §1G Wail F STRAPIY TR W
HRA 1 AP U Pl Holgd foba|
1951 3R 1982 & feeeh TS @t A
gal HRA BI fay Ted W U foban
TeTe et 3 Wil oY Hed Id §U el
T {5 "W@d Sfig &1 IR B 1" W-adr
& §1G YR BIdT SIH H 1948, 1952,
1956, 1964 3R 1980 H 3ficifues wquof
UG oiddr o SR SRIERE &I

3fcifies Wal # YR & Te=H 3R sita
= fad o o a1 URd IRINS 8k
qFRI% T ¥ Holgd & 8T 8|

e URA W A 81d gT H sy
Y H YR $I AP UG BT Il
g1 Udids &9 T g1 e TMaRa,
Afed T, T Haa, TER WH o
QA adam g § aa &g @
FIgd g1 2007 E-20 Ay HU 3R 2011
Iy U &1 Sfid 3 gar Uit J Sy
WA & Y- 3 Wl 3R IR
fordbe & wfa emefa fbar 81 Fad
fobepe g1 7T 3iftg 3= Wetl 3 i gt
3fy fufor & Icreta arrem fear
21 Ssfifea # ft . Riy, Iz Jgar,
e ¥ Td &. Mwia onfe, it o
relt afre, faq=r wie, gAld $OR,
M3 FUR afear SR SoIT g i,
Slafed o B RS diver, gfia sifaa
3fife, ST # fasiar Rig, o, 9. #43
HY U4 daa aRMe 3fe 4 YRd
1 AP UG b TRaH DI AP
TR W eI 8 T 1Y g =Tt
T4 garsfi &I Wd & Uld SITEd ®Rd
U UHA & G A Slle ST HH fhar g

Iy 2017 ¥ Y& gU Wal Sfsar i
3 39 ufha & 3R A UeH Bt g
gg Aol TH0l 3R =GR G el
& gfovres faarfeal &1 fara ok

TRaTad fan 9y & g9u-99g )

37T M AN BT BRI B I &l X
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# 3/ goRl Wal gfgar Fx wiftd
B 9% §, ol aTal a=d UfRIEor d I
g1 U8 S - Bt gar it W
& Ufd SRS PR & IY-H1Y A1
Tehdl 3R ftheg &1 +f sgrar adr g1
YR & JI g8t drbd 3R A
IT! fafaed g1 28 oy, 8 TY MR
&, 22 3T HTNTY, Tha! Sfaat
3Ry - T 39 fafdyar & wedr &1
33 PRad §1 ST gEHE J
31T §U fOarSt oid AP @ & |y
G IR IR &, d d T ¢ B §
3R ITHT TH & AT I © b W F
9] Bl Hal Hedl S|

WAdl & §I¢ YRd A gid! ¥ Ui
3t auf gge Sitd SR 1y Fafor
# sofgdq AnTeM feam 2020 T 3R
2024 ORY ¥ gid! < & &I Uadh
I W W P IR fwan e,
Peard a1 i & T YRd & fafld
Uil & et wfta § ok uw &
ST qUT T ¥ < & AU S &t
TN R ®§, Sl HRd P! Thdl &l
EICGRGINE

afgamet & Wat = fe-smemid Tear
DI gerar faarl 2022 HTdd T H
TRTSTS = (@OrgR), el Rigy @),

AT IRIgTS (3MH) SI9 Ryenfsar
DI GWerdl A IR WX B Aigersdl B
Ui foan| ag e § fob @ &t o,
SHTfer T & ot Trerait H Sfere) et
o Hehdl ¢ | Aty Wk W off @ &1 it
F J19 UhdT 3R HIEIRT I B B

TR &1 BIwT fay FU o Srpiem
(2010) Tt faWg & RIe® Thar o
gxrad iAo Arferd gail 2002 fay
HU DI AU IR G0 HIRT = Fgad
w0 Y Ao foan, forem gt ulkwn
T g &1 Hex faarl

3-WIEY 3R Wi Qa3 wHaeh
Uehdl $I delar faar| fqaai faaret
O A dRaRT (FemeTet) ar gfta
sifae (uren Bep) I TE Ted B
Y 9HTS ¥ fGaiTeH & ufd efvein
EEGI

Wdl &I YHId Had HEaAAS el
Sfep 3o, Wiplad SR AoHifas
1t 31 onftfer &0 I Qe yefeq, Hifgan
e @ SeaTcd 8 | "adl Sfear 3R
e 3fear oftm 3 I &1 I
fawm &1 RRwam s mn 81 IRl
Y § WA b ABid BT 37 &9 Y
g1 fohdhe 79 & GRH R ¥ § Id
B HIGIS el § - TSl W Wi, HidR
H g1, gfart &7 WY 3B ST
WA BT YR TR o1 {hed oI T
3 gfear, <rer, ‘83’ 3R A Bie onfg
- WA BT AT T SR P G
DI 9¢1d ¢ BT BT fobar g | IS rd
®Y F Well BT TN AT Thal 3R
e F o e ¥1 AR ficifires
HITERT SR AP Heie Holgd
FRATE1 2023 fbdbe fay wu 1 Aot
T YRd &I Tiue UTdR &I STl

Ia fRrem yomeft & o mgayut §1 wpat

S wra, et 2026

3R wrast # Td &I e s
SR 3R &\ i1 fawfa gieit
g1 afganst ok fiws anf & o faviy
ST TSI TH T D SR HoTgd B |
T & § P At o § 1 3T gror
& B SHRCFR DI HHY, DI Bt
3Nfe U@ g1 §HR O B H3 UlAHY
AP HROT SfuaT IoHifd BT RIBR
TR o B g1 O DI DI DI AR
81 T 71 SifthT SR A9 fnfRiT SRft
O UfHT HT 79 Flt 81 aredior
&l T W & U 3age ShRgaR
JUSTH FHRATHR, Wl & el e 3R
URGRIAT &1 UAIHR 3 Al &1

THTYT fhaT & Yo ¢ |

Qell BT AP UM 3R Thdl W
e YHTE g1 9 1 had IRING Wy
JURA 8, Sfes AFRIS e, QTS
JIRYdT 3R IRFfaw R ot geH
I ¢ | W Sid-8R ¥ 3 g1 d u,
TEUUT, TEANT 3R THAT B HEH B
9 I S TH WKfeTH I RE IS
ST B, M T[Sl & TR @ gl
g @it gug omar € 5 Wd fean
Tfgaael €1d &1 1Y & Tl &1 3 B
| Tohdl, Fikplde STaM-UeH Td
YSIR 1 FGIa1 &d § fored T il
& f9 v ygar fffa grar g
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fobdbc: MIRA Al ob 3I2a

g

"SI U2k ek & SAIX 31TT 378 THRER! § 92T 2 2
fohehe wr Sfta & ofit e #eW A Af 81" — afee dgeret

)

YRA SR fafderarsll & wR 1y #, Sf6l
"HIG-HN R & T 3R IR B
R amfl, 98T fbdre had T T g,
it U IRPIAD UG 3R FIS!
AN B TH WR A SeA ardl 9 3
3 ARR YR & "3AT=RS 4 &
U H TSI B, ST SiTfel, HTST 37R &
BT Areff & AsHR R W H I
H1 IR R &l ¢l I8 Td YR
AN BT Tool § 39 PR 99 gdbl ©
f TTell-migedt @ & el ¥ AR
o WisHl &1 IpriY a®, fhde &3
YR & St &7 R g1 WRa &
fopdhe ot w19 18dT Tl o Ay €,
T 3T A HARSH & e 39 Wd &
YR dcl H TR HREAT AT B3
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T MUl 3 SfaR W At lumrer dwet, &F wa ud
it effee 3o, SURH, ¥FeTG gRT Red dieaw A9 Ffifa
Hamedly are &1 Igured b Tl HRisH & 5 T3 I,
SIS, ae; M UHId $HUR, THUYl, ¥ere; o dlbw
IR, THSIUH, YaTE ied SRuard & aig fafeas ud o
U HfafY IufRYd 5
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feie 18.03.2026 &I asﬂnmfatr aﬁc—vm 3cH,
&7 U GRT g1 &1 bl Ud SRfat veH &1 12|

E:W 23.03.2026 ¥ éﬂ?ﬂtraamfau WWW
TSI fahT UiRaeT Sritad & TH-ag ¥ OIER Tid fyd
WHR 313 W5d, s did § sieggwRa sfeardyt faenfiat
®I 700 ¥ 3HfIF WHa o fIald T MUl 39 AR R gt
T 6T WBHR, IU &F TG 74T A 3gd R, IU Hed
PR (TTSTaN), TR Ifed 30 W Jeg Td faemeff
CRIEIGER

ﬁ—vrmmoazozeaﬁaaﬁumim ﬂ%ﬁmw—rﬁuﬁmﬂa
3iop <fet 7 fesanT afgansit 31 gfaen 8 arer IIBRR @
PRI UM &1 TE | 3T 3R W At 3l FAR, &F T,
&t RSl HHR SHYd, IU & UHE Hied 3 Th IURYd 5 |

Wosonozeﬁ%’aﬁﬁmfaﬂ W‘dwﬁmm
faenmer &t srnel & WA el Whd o, Rfte, urt &t
Siad quT 3= T It faald & 721 39 g W 4 RIS
FUR IHd, &7 TE Ifed 8% Td fIamerd & Wb gewg audl
femff IufRa w1

fadi®d 09.03.2026 &1 &0 FAEY, R GRI TUHH
faene sififerT wa wnufiie faema derh, R o BEsi
oI IUER faald fhu U1 59 sraur W fiucdt Rrar wsfom,
T ey IR 3 Wt Ud et ufya 3@ |
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fay wreg Y1eq Rauimar &1 81,
& U T ©7 Tsg & =0 H gRuid
Pl g il [t safdd @arey fUfd &
1) iR 3T G & Urfe SR
(@afaRUr 3R AfRTTd HRB) F s
Hdlg & ABRIEG Uggsll dl fa
FHar gl fay @Ry dmed, (2023)
SRT I8 S AF aan 741 § fob gfan
7 1.3 faforgm <fimr € o foosft 7 foeht
w0 ¥ feai g1 feaimorl &1 siRR
T SISt BT JTHAT HAT TSl
2 3R Ps U H foauirar & dR
THRIAS YRUME 3R W Taferd
g feaimar ¥ I ydyromy SR,
el &Y 3mH dR TR e, ISR
3R e Sftaq § dfad e faan
Srar g, Forad 3 3 g e,
WRY 3R HUU & U aws
TR ¥ dfyd 8 91 &1 o TSI
T fecaiTomt ol ST 3R 3fem THs
Srar 8, for e fAfssadr & sgrar firear
2 SR TR IRNS U T 3em
feqal &t Tfaefiaar S9! fGaaiTdn
P HRU 3P iferd g Sl |1

Qe THIS FHRAY § H aSH
S AP

WA BT Fad gHaTEr dd § Al @l
TH 1Y 3MHL AT [ et o
drsar g iR 37 S8l TR gd 1T §
OEl AR R HH1Y Ag gt B
T AT F U@ DI HIGHT Ul B
RIS =0 9&m a1 )G g1, o,
ST a1 qrTores-onfis fufd oo
ff 811 WA B U, IRPAD SR
AT STETS B IR HRA DI 3T
AT 3 TAGRH SR SHad &t
UGl & U T Ihy Td §1d]
2 TP ofaE, W B GG
BT 3R 39P ARIRSD, TS
3R 3o fasrg Teeh ey 39 fgaai

B 5 o, o 2026

feqdl & FHQARA 3R B B
F¢TaT S BT T 3R Jre 9-1d g |

Td e ¥ I8 gauURom SR
NEHUTd B! HH B § JeId gl Ihdl
g, W% g foan wfdaat & e
H IR PP R feaimar &
el & ¥Y H ¢@ $I UGl Bl HH
PP, T faqdl o ufd Igaiie
WP B ged THdT B WA b
ey ¥, IRING =0 q J&H afad
feaam afeaal & Y IHRIHAS =4
Y Fdlg Hd &, o feaai safdaatl
DI earaft 3R dre & IR H I
YRS &Y ga P oY AR g
USdl 81 9d feaai safeadl o) I
Ul &dT T TEAN R 3R AT
¥ §cdld dF & ol I=ad SR
3P St H T8 gRadd AT g 1 9
fgqal & gUIdt €1 ¥ Farg &Rl
Rrarar g, 9y g dW ao, IganT 3R
TRl & i I T g8 Ht Fdra
B Tq feaai afeaal o RIS 3R
RIS U ¥ Holdd SR I9D]
AT P A 3R 31w arafRar
fafyd B 7 off Tere gar g1 Wd
U URadeR 91ed & U # Ry
¥ fou w0 37 s fof ek
feaaivTar gFf & SMUR TR gleX HeHd
BT YT BT USal g1 T R &
TR, 93% fGoaiTT Afgemy Well § HFT
T feagi Raenfear & afgansit ot T=m
Fad U fage g1 feogiv Afgansh &
gfaegyf B 3R U IR &
UefRid B HT 3aWR UG TR, WA
feam ofgarst ¥ It ofe wfeat
3R THRIHAD YRUNSA BT HH B |
TS HR gl g

YRATT U1 @l &1 drMde Gt ufa
¥ gl dfcw FRER umfd & Ty gan
21 fay 3 g €t # i ik wifa &

fore SiaTgia W faay (6 3ild 2025)
T P A B GHIS BT JIHTOD
ORI & o Wa" f[awg & dgd 749,
YR RT-IE &t e 59 fawa &
fo Ue 3rmexl IemeRu g, S e,
AT 3R AMAI Iudfs &
HEM! Ud HRal g1 Tg 3 = 3R
RIS S1eal & ot SgHed Sfde®
U Pl g S T U1 W qTTaRon
TIH &1 B R I & el & P,
SO FrATIG 3R RIS Femsit &
SIAYG, 30 AU BT O DR T |

flod @@ O 39 &3 § o 3I81d
3T 8, 3UP Bs HRU &l 398 I dF
TEAYU PR & WPHR BT &, foh
3R TR-WBRY ! F Fgdl gHdH
R grfore Wil gar Aavd Td
W HATTT (THATSUTE) & T 2014-
15 H 3fdfed ol HF 227 RIS
IGY T, S 2025-26 H dgdR 3794.3
RIS TIY B T, N T I&Ad B
T 21 T TYeiel Bt UgAH SR
fap™ ¥ wifdeR! ggad aF el &
@3N 3R @l gfear FRieH]|
THATSULY o1 YHd BRishH Ereitiug,
S 2014 T = g3 T, St T Ui
T TP TSl oI fag =i i,
Pifei RifoR Ffigd T99 FgrIar ugH
BT 8, T1Y € U TSl &Y 50,000
IUY T AP goiieT Ht a1 g1 st
T ST T T (H3msUien) BT
3mare ufcay foar Sar g1 =78 faecit
H IMfSa TddH 2025 H3TSUtel
Tl 7 YR WX 1300 I 31fIb WRI-
wycliel 3 38 ¥d gfaaifarsi & v
feran <4t A ®, URd ® Wd Ipydl
YRAT ©d WIS (TIUss) o
TR & TR-uyciel & ufRreor &
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8, O IP! AARAGAISN & 3IFY
fay Tt gfaums gfya sxar g1 34
gfaerstt & HRU AFEAf AR,
giyr fIRIwy, TS, JHSTRIRE!
3R 3= faiwsil g faftr @t g
&1 IUANT RI-TYctel & fawr & fag
CRISIREE]

O 3(dal, HATI gRT A=Al T
RO WRefie gibfa dikdiems) 3
P TR F gAfe SR Ufaut ugaH
BB & TS | Hgadqul HfHe
s g, oY o TR R HFfeRY
®! grar e g1 TR1-uydiel & faera
T Il Pl Fgdl ST BT Jeekd Bl
ff Heaquf 31 gikamn, afterrg SR
IR UY AT IR1-T9d Hal b i
9 A B oyoft €, St ag wifed HRd
g f& 99 Sues oHe fiedt 8 O
U+ WIHR Bid § 3R Had-Bad gl
I WHRT A WI-wyetel & focia
UITE, AR & SfaeR 3R arigh
& §I¢ & Y UeH A H Agayul
Yot T g, o yifie’t & 3R
IS RERE R

IR, WA o1 H fAsht 3R TR-IRRY
denel @ wrfled # 9 € @

TG HIURE FrHTS IJReIIE!
& gry-gry yuef ugal & HiemH 9
IRI-TYeitel & THdT FR I8 § | g1
I IYAl B B Bl QR HIAT
3R de-id! TERIdT UM BT g,
Y TR1-Tyctel & Sita § e
ST AT g |

IO HdT Tydlel & W-Wd &
Tg@ faansdl &1 quds s & fou
DI BT & B BT AR
ff firen 21 Iererur & g, SRt
RIGR fIorar TRa 41 3 Tfory e
% ARy gRT fad diftia eroet

Ry ufkiemn &g & FU & I B
TP SffaRad, e & 9y
TganT § WI-uyeltel & fou Mg
FHa¥, JHAT 3R AR F TR ¢
g o 3 goryRT & @ o F @ik
P THIHd B 36 6| SSUSS 9 ol
Fs Fial 7t e fagmo st |
WI-Tycitel & WA HRAT & IR
feor 3 o9 S9! =2udl 9¢ W@l §
3R Ao Tepfa § Ia! Juatsar
B AT ST 57 38T | ORT-uyehie
& Ufd TSI Ef¥Iv § TG Jad
ST uikad o g1 HH gergyfa &t
=¥ I T 9 T WRI-TYAet BT 3
Y TDT & FU H GG fban
ST §1 e aRaRT, g sifaa sik
g AT SR TYTAR D B A
wfedl I g &t 8 SR THrafar ot
APl o Jeral fear 1 RT-uueliel &
AT-fordr &1 9T off AR 9¢ 6T
21 O WReiftey 2025 # OR7-fUed
T BTG Y Sita drell SaT Wiy
J TP TieTHR T gar b $9 395
qra1-fUdr 39! a1 # 396 Y TS
e | Hifgar ufafAfia ik e Hifsar
QCWHIH A 59 gaad H Hedqul YfieT
Ay g o -1 Sl
PO §¢1 g 3R TUAC B UigehT 3R
TSI § W e BT SaeR e g
feer, S 3R Yegs S Wewid
IUART B ISR fHar g, U i
forar g 3R Tuafiar & IR H T4 B
deldl fean %I #CheerdParaAthletes
I B e THU fire 3R 38
ST el Qs TR SR
SHA WR B ggar 3 ot Rr-wEl &
IR H SReHdT FGIHR 3R HFGRY
o MTed axb ANTeH faar g, o
yTat il 3ife THTaRht Wd ardeR
T Uh-9¢1 g

YRA &1 W-WEY & W g1 T8
Rrarar g & 9d g yer gaesh
g o Id € 3R ATl P Sitad

T §cag o Ihd gl YRd H WI-
WY sfigiad & PR faem & 91y,
Hiew & fow JwEe FHET g
WHR A, e &3 o Hrier,
o gade SR IOwre Hifgar &
TS 3 TR1-uyeiiel & fow v wrh
yiRfRUfIet df o1 fmTor foran g, o
IRUTE=U fUge IRg iRidfte #
29 Uedh R g & § oo fay
W wyafesy s flie 2025 & 134
Uedh U fhul auifd g9 Had urd
Ul & 3MYR R JHAdl BT 3MHa
T8 B g&d | TR i, g9 39 919 ot
TR B! 91T fob W b UpR
WI-WIEY Tyeltel & ofigd & faer
B! e §91d §, & IHS H HeHTa,
3TieE 3R fRWR ¥ R & g
3T X JHARIGT BT dgmar 3 3R
feaamT wydiel & gwed s & fag
) R S AISA 3T Tobd gl HRd
F WRI-uyeliel &) Ihaar I8 axmal
8 fr 99 T Yoy iR SR & Ad
B ® @ & g fbar o gepan
2| U8 Td P! U IS JAF
M 91 HRD & ©Y F Tolgd Hdl
g, Fe1sll Y UR R 3R TG B
TH9c B § T&H ¢ | 81 & § 71T
TQ fae R ifd & g SRRt
T e & W W, YR &I WI-
WY HTGIe IR &7 Th Fid g1
BT 3{JYd T U DIV & Tgd B!
Tafq, g uRadT iR fefored
IRl T JHTARIT W epid BT
fmfor #xa €1 39 Rigidl &1 sy,
T T JHEAY SR faerg & forw
Tl D &HAT BT IUTNT B Phd o,
g ghfYd exd gu & e wfed
B AfYp Ha WR 3T ufaHr fem &
SRR e |
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H d o Brikd § 3R A & wraf
& HIY-T1Y Wl § iy g1 AR Sitad
%1 U Heayul fe g1 g @il &l
g WIYRY T I&hdl § b AHd &
1Y W R U@ QA ©, Al W
fore ug Paa e &1, Ifch T T
e & oA g3 HiaR @ goied s9
g1 WeR UH Afgel & U § @al
IS, 30 39 H T 3FIHd § 6l
Pad W B 75l Sich SETH,
Tuy, & 3R Te¥ dgpx Afddd &
TeXT &Y ST Bl 31 5a A et A
YR 1 = (a1, 99 g3 had sa-l
qdm U7 {5 WA §, 3BT BT § 3R
o 31 dfe - g9 wmer &
3T f U Afgar faaret 81 & A
g Rt W el W1 gidT, Sfed 3fuA
FAER, 3T SR 3R 39 ol
I TH IR0 TRgd AT B B
BUR B HEH BT AT UIST 3THT ToIRY
¥ T9d &1 ft IRom &% =9 H, @t it
TH HUL & w0 H W F @ar o
Afdedr &1 Agd 3R i 9¢ Sar gl

TS ot +t a7e 8 51a 39 Ug et IR 3
Dlctol DI T & Ty dlciidra War Tl
BT & ST e ot o & wEh @@
TSt T AT ) TR it T #
30 UG U & P Fifad B U112
far f& fem o 9e9 wurer ot §
TATIY IR SHFERT | 3R 34 g&
TR HRIT 7T § 3R T T Tt HIaAT
I € @ fR-¢R T9 po 3oH 3

3l B Il & | Ueb Higen Raers! &
U ¥ %3 9R g U uRfufaar &
AT BT ISl &, T8l &1 ga Bl
TR-9R ITfed BT USdl g | Afe 74
Tg IR € fob oare g9 Weal F L,
§fer 30 UG 3R U 3R
&1 91U SR BH HaH H SrgRIed
3R AT ST 7@ §, af 98l gARY
e 93! drhd 99 91l 3|

Tal § Afdewar &1 Ted F87 Ugq W
foTe $AMERY §1 H% IR W BT § fp
WA F R Ble-BIe Had TAR 81U
T g & O g 3feR oY a7 aTeR, a1 fR
B IS TTad! @l a1 T T § S8R
BH 99 BT 91U &d &, @ 4l 81 39 Ud
& UM 8, A 3R | U T
fireraT 81 3R T WAy g8 gR-9R Wal
AT G- &1 dlehd ol 6 | U SR ¢
WA T T € UH U ST ATl G
T & dgd He R 2 3R fareh
EaTSt &1 o {6 9% IR &, i1 gt
T foxg TeT T o Wi g Bl g TS
R 3R # =g, d 9u © Iadr A
3R Uige 3= uer § & Faveht | Ao
9 9 ST 39 99T XS HH UH
Urge @l fean, Afs 7 oA iR ot
FaTs B witad fear 39 fad g3 ug
TEUN g3l fh 3reht Sftd WRals WR
51, Sfch AR SieR Bl &

U Afgar farst & ®u # @al d
A &1 4 Sgd ISTHEd g | X 3UA
Tt Raenfea, fariedt A ok furiae!
BT T HAT BT 8| P IR WA B

SR HIETE SBH W gl §—8R &1
R, Siid @] 918, Gald—Id $© Uh
Y FadT g1 AT T I8 | e b
A TG SR IR & WY 3T
HIER B S Seh @ HiaT g | H
75 i HeYqd fobun & fob oia Uep Hfgen
et fiem & wify 3R Igeq & Ty
WAt 8, A 98 Had 3 B 4 8l e,
Ffesp 30 IR It Al Y yarfad
et g1 IR-eR T 37 diRar A oA
A 8, STD! I1d! B HEd S I |
3R I TH A Al & 9 H @
UGE

R e Wa daa ARifke fafafy 7@t
2, ofcp ug AFRie @R WS
Iga &1 Wt M g1 §6 & W b
91 o9 WA & HeH B oKl §, a1 Th
3IeTT Bt Sl Heqd gich ol

3T SR PIE G I b Wl 3 g9
&1 foan, @ & gt wgh fob @al A g
Qg 3 fireraran 31 3% 93 Raman 3
fob St drhd SR T8l sfeh 3iaR
giat 81 3R 39 dihd ! §14 3G &
fer Afcrepelr o1 B Sige STl B |
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Over the years, Union Bank of India
has witnessed a significant evolution
in the management of its sports
activities, reflecting changing
organizational priorities and
governance practices. In its earlier
phase, sports activities were
primarily driven through Union Bank
Sports Club, playing a vital role in

promoting participation, identifying

talent, and fostering a vibrant
sporting  culture  within  the
institution.

With the passage of time and the
growing need for greater uniformity,
transparency, government directions
and strategic alignment, the Bank
gradually transitioned towards a
more structured and institutionalized
framework. Sports activities are now
governed through Board-approved
policy, clearly defined
guidelines &
procedures. This transition reflects a
shift from an informal, decentralized

ensuring
standardized

model to a centrally governed and
professionally managed system. The
policy-driven approach has
strengthened governance, enabled
better planning, and ensured optimal
utilization of resources. It has also
aligned sports initiatives with the
Bank’s organizational
objectives, thereby enhancing
sustainability while continuing to
uphold the
encouraging sporting talent and

excellence.

broader

core philosophy of

Union Bank of India has, for over five
decades, remained deeply committed

to promoting sports as an integral
part of holistic development.

The Bank’s sports ecosystem was
traditionally anchored by the Union
Bank Sports Clubs established across
various zonal and regional centres.
These clubs functioned under the
aegis of the Union Bank Sports
Control Board headquartered in
Mumbai, the Bank’s central hub. The
Chairman and Managing Director
the Chief Patron,

the  institutional
accorded to

served as
underscoring
importance sports.
Among all centres, the Mumbai
Sports Club emerged as the most
vibrant and active, driving many
initiatives that strengthened the
Bank’s presence in competitive
sports. The Bank has consistently
recognized that sporting activities
foster teamwork, perseverance, and
enabling Sportspersons to excel at
national and international levels &
providing facilities essential for
nurturing sportsmanship.

In 1970s, Bank was facilitating
sportspersons to leave office early for
practice and participation in matches
for the Bank's Teams. In 1980s, Bank
started granting Special Leave to
Sportsmen representing Bank, State
or the Country for participation in
sporting events of State, National or

A Proud Legacy in Motion

Sports Activities at Union Bank of India

International importance. The 1990s
marked a golden era, when inter-
bank competitions under the IBA
Sports Board were at their peak, and
the Bank actively strengthened its
teams by recruiting talented players
and introducing a stipendiary
scheme. Initially, team requirements
were identified by sports clubs and
secretaries, followed by
applications, ground trials,
interviews. Subsequently, during
1994-96, recruitment was formalized

team
and

through advertisements, with the
Recruitment and Staff Departments
jointly overseeing the process of
screening candidates, conducting
trials, finalizing
appointments in accordance with the
Bank’s norms. During 1996, the bank
recruited Sportspersons. This
progressive evolution of sports
activities and recruitment not only
strengthened the Bank’s teams but
also established a legacy of sporting
excellence. The Union Bank Sports
Club, with its rich heritage and
sustained commitment, has played a
pivotal role in
sportspersons who have gone on to
achieve distinction at national and
international levels. As the Bank
continues to carry forward this proud
tradition, its sporting journey stands
as a testament to the enduring spirit
of excellence, inspiring generations
to strive, compete, and achieve

selection and

nurturing

beyond boundaries.

Sports Policy- Bank has introduced
its maiden Sports Policy in the year
2023, since then the sports activities

gfa YRT, SaS)-ATE, 2026 9P
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in the Bank are governed in a
structured and transparent manner
through Approach.
Recently the Sports Policy was
revamped and renamed as ‘Policy of
Meritorious Sportspersons’. The said
policy provides recognition with the
approval of central sports committee,
to the individual staff members who
are not recruited under sports quota
but have demonstrated excellence in
respective sports.

Committee

Committees under Sports Policy

a. Central Sports Committee (CSC):
Office
function as the Apex Committee
for overall regulation of sports in
Bank.

b. Zonal Sports Committee (ZSC):
stationed at Zonal Offices for

stationed at Central

regulation of sports and allied
activities at Zonal Level.

c. Selection Committee (SC): Adhoc

Committee constituted by CSC on
recommendation of concerned

Zonal Head for selection of
players to the Bank's Sports
team.

In addition to the sportspersons
recruited under sports quota, the
said policy, with the approval of CSE
provides recognition as sports person
to the staff members who have
displayed excellence in respective
sports, even though they are not
recruited under sports quota.

Recruitment of Sportspersons

In 2017, based on the suggestions of
the Parliamentary Committee on
HRD & recommendations made by
the Ministry of Youth Affairs & Sports,
a separate chapter was introduced

Bank of
Policy

under Union India

Recruitment containing

provisions for recruitment of

Sportspersons in the Bank.

Recruitment and Stipendiary
Models: A Balanced Approach-
Union Bank’s sports framework
effectively combined two
complementary approaches:

Recruited Sportspersons
(Permanent Employees): Recruited
players are the backbone of the Bank
teams. By ensuring, Long-term
association with the Bank; performing
Dual roles of representing the Bank

in sports and performing
administrative duties; which
provides  them with access to

stability, medical benefits, and
institutional support which in turn
helps in enhanced performance
driven by job security and structured

development.

These players provide continuity and
ensure that Bank teams remain
cohesive, competitive, and available
for representation over extended
periods.

Stipendiary Sportspersons: The
stipendiary scheme enables the Bank
to engage talented players for shorter
durations; strengthen teams for
specific competitions and provide

financial assistance to promising
young athletes.
The stipendiary model proved

instrumental in bridging gaps in team
composition, promoting emerging
talent at a crucial stage in their
careersandsupportingsportspersons
financially during their formative
years.

Distinguished Sportspersons and
Achievements- Union Bank has been
home to a remarkable array of
sportspersons who have brought
laurels to the institution. While it is

B 5 o, o 2026

impossible to enumerate the
achievement of all the staff players.

Some of the notable names includes:

i. Chess: Pravin Thipsay,
Raghunandan Gokhale, Sharad
Tilak, Ravi Hegde and Shekhar
Sahu

ii. Badminton: Prakash Padukone,
Ami Ghia, Kiran Kaushik, Anil
Pradhan, Vivek Joshi

iii. Kabaddi: L. Srinivas Reddy

iv. Table Tennis: Indu Puri, Kishore
Ghorpade, Kashmira Patel

v. Weightlifting: Satish Rai

vi. Bodybuilding: Jentry Francis,
Shri Raymond D’Souza

vii. Football: Ryan D’Souza

viii. Athletes- Vandana Rao, Reeth
Abraham

ix. Cricket (Ranji Trophy players):
Sunil ~ Chaturvedi,  Pradeep
Sundaram, Sudhakar Harmalkar,
Arun Shetty, Prashant Shetty.

x. Hockey: The Bank has supported
both emerging and elite talent.
Vikram Pillay,
represented the Bank as a
stipendiary player, went on to
wear the national colours.
Additionally, the Bank has
extended supporttointernational
women hockey players under the
stipend scheme.

who initially

Shining Sports Stars of the Bank
Badminton

Shri Prakash Padukone - First
Indian All-England
Championship (1980), multiple-time
National Champion (1972-79), and
recipient of the Padma Shri (1982).
He served as National Coach and was
associated with the Bank (1975-82)
before pursuing badminton full time.

to win the
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Shri
Doubles Champion and former World
No.1 (Doubles), represented India
internationally and later served the
Bank in senior leadership roles and
retired as AGM.

Table Tennis

Kiran Kaushik - National

Ms. Indu Puri - Represented India in
43 international events (1973-85),
won 38 international medals, and
achieved high global rankings.
Recipient of the Arjuna Award
(1981), she also excelled in service to
the Bank and retired after long and
distinguished service.

Chess

GM Pravin Mahadeo Thipsey -
Seven-time National Champion and
Arjuna Awardee, among India’s top
chess players; served the Bank for
over three decades.

Shri Raghunath  Gokhale -
Dronacharya Awardee and former
state champion, recognized for his
contribution as a coach and mentor.
Other notable players include Ravi
Hegde, Shekar Sahu, Sharad Tilak,
and D.V. Prasad, all distinguished in
international chess.

Olympian Athletes

Smt. Vandana S Rao - Olympian
(1984, 1988), Asian Games Gold
Medallist, and Arjuna
(1987); served the Bank before
opting for VRS.

Awardee

Smt. Reeth Abraham - Asian Games
Gold Medallist,
champion in heptathlon, Arjuna
Awardee (1997); had an illustrious
athletic career and long service with
the Bank.

Bodybuilding

former national

Shri Raymond D’Souza - Multiple-

time Mr. India winner and
international champion (Mr. World
1990), with a career spanning a
decade he retired after nearly 40

years of service in the Bank.
Weightlifting

Shri Satish Rai -
champion who set 29 records and
recipient of Arjuna Award and State
honours, recognized for consistent
excellence in the sport.

Kabaddi
Shri L. Srinivas Reddy - A
distinguished former international

player and acclaimed coach, he has
made significant contributions at

National-level

both national and international
levels. He guided the Indian junior
team to a gold medal at the Asian
Junior Championship and led the
senior Indian team to victory at the
2018 Dubai Masters. In 2025, as head
coach, he steered the Indian boys’
team to a gold medal at the Youth
Asian Games in Bahrain reaffirming

India’s dominance in kabaddi.
Cricket (Coaching)

Shri Prashant Shetty - A highly
respected cricket coach known for
nurturing young talent, he has
mentored leading players such as
Prithvi Shaw, Jemimah Rodrigues,
and Arjun Tendulkar. His long
association with Jemimah Rodrigues
highlights his contribution in shaping
international level cricketers.

Hockey

Ms. Rutuja Pisal - An emerging star
in Indian women'’s hockey, she played
a key role in India’s victory at the
Junior Asia Cup (2023) and excelled
at the 2024 FIH Hockey5s World Cup.
She has demonstrated match winning
ability in domestic leagues and has

been recognised by the Bank with an
out of turn promotion.

Ms. Chandana ] - A promising
forward from Hockey Karnataka, she
has consistently performed in
national championships and is part
ofthe senior national camp prospects.
Known for her agility and attacking
skills, she is considered a future
talent for higher representation.

Mountaineering
Sports

/ Adventure

Ms. Chhonzin Angmo - A symbol of
resilience,
visually impaired woman in the
world to summit Mount Everest (19
May 2025). Supported by the Bank,
she has also scaled Mount Elbrus,
Kilimanjaro, and Aconcagua. A
recipient of national honours, she
exemplifies
inspires inclusive excellence.
Looking Ahead

Union Bank of India’s sporting legacy
reflects a forward looking vision and
a deep-rooted commitment to holistic
development. By revitalizing
structured recruitment processes,
enhancing support
mechanisms, and maintaining an
optimal balance between permanent
and stipendiary players, the Bank is
strengthening its rich tradition of
sporting excellence. The journey of
the Union Bank Sports Club is not
merely a record of achievements—it
reflects passion, perseverance, and
unwavering dedication. It stands as a
powerful testament to the belief that
excellence in sports mirrors the
strength, discipline, and spirit of the
institution.

she became the first

determination and

institutional

Sports Desk
HRD, CO, Mumbai
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[ am a banker by profession, and a
few years ago, I was transferred from
Hyderabad to Mumbai. It was a big
shift - not just geographically, but
culturally too. The moment I stepped
into the buzzing city, I felt like a
stranger in a sea of people. After
reporting at my new branch, the
[ had no
friends in this vast, unfamiliar place,
and making new ones wasn't easy.
The language was different, the pace
was overwhelming, and I often found
myself missing the warmth of familiar
faces back home. One weekend, while
wandering around the neighbour
hood near my bank quarters, I
stumbled upon a group of youngsters
playing cricket on an open ground.

loneliness hit me hard.

There was something comforting
about the scene - the sound of bat
hitting  ball, the
encouragement, the laughter. By their
appearances and voices, 1 could tell
they different
backgrounds, faiths, and walks of life.
Yet on field, none of it seemed to
matter. Cricket had united them. It
reminded me that this game has no
barriers-just a shared love for the
sport.

shouts  of

came from

[ stood quietly at the edge of the
ground, watching them play, my heart
itching to join. I have always been
passionate cricket, but
something held me back - shyness,
hesitation, the fear of rejection. As |
stood there lost in my thoughts, one
of the players noticed me. After a few

about

minutes, he walked up to me and
smiled. "Kheloge?" he asked in Hindi.
Though 1 wasn not very fluent in

Hindi, the tone, the expression - it
was clear. He was inviting me in. I
nodded with a small smile, and just
like that, I was handed a ball and a
place in the field.

Soon enough, they began asking my
name to coordinate fielding positions.
"Pappu Aditya," I said. They grinned
and started calling me “Pappu Bhai.”
There was something so warm and
familiar in that nickname - it felt like |
belonged. They asked if I could bowl.
[ said yes and bowled a few overs. My
nervousness slowly melted as the
game went on. Laughter replaced
hesitation. Encouragement replaced
awkward silence. It was only later
that I realized these players had been
friends long before I arrived. But they
made space for me. Somehow, we
won the match that day, and as [ was
preparing to leave, one of them -
Anshul - walked up to me and asked,
“Will you come again next weekend?”
[ smiled wide and said, “Definitely.”
We exchanged numbers.

The following weekend, I returned to
the ground, and this time, it felt
different. People on both teams were
calling out my name, giving me high-
fives, pulling me into conversations. |
began recognizing faces,
remembering names, sharing inside
jokes. That weekly cricket match
became the highlight of my life in
Mumbai. Over the next three years,
those strangers became my closest
friends. We weren’t just a team - we
were a family stitched together by
sport. When I got news of my transfer
back to Hyderabad after three years,
my heart was torn. I was happy to

From Stranger to ‘Pappu Bhai’: A Cricket Story

return home, but I knew [ was leaving
something behind - those weekend
matches, those shared laughs, the
unspoken bond with my cricket
friends. On my last weekend with the
team, we played a farewell match.
Afterward, we took selfies together
and they gifted me a cricket Ball as a
reminder of the friendships forged on
the field.

Looking back, I remember how
worried I was about moving to a city
where [ didn't know anyone. But
cricket - this beautiful, mad game
broke down those walls. It brought
me close to people  would have never
met otherwise. It taught me that
sports are not just about competition
- they are about connection, about
healing loneliness, about building
bridges where words sometimes fall
short. In banking career, transfers
often take us away from our comfort
zones, but they also give us the rare
chance to discover cities,
cultures, and friendships - what first
feels like a disruption slowly reveals
itself as a blessing in disguise.

new

If there is one thing I have learned, it
is that friendships can be found in the
most unexpected places. All it takes is
a little courage... and maybe a cricket
ball and bat.

Aditya Pappu [ %
Z.0., Hyderabad
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The Influence of Sports on National Identity and Unity

Sports are not merel contests of
physical strength or skill; they are
cultural phenomena that shape how
nations perceive themselves and how
citizens connect with one another.
Sports are more than games; from
the roar of stadiums to the quiet
pride of watching a flag raised at the
Olympics, sports embody national
identity and foster unity across
diverse populations. They transcend
language, religion, and social divides,
offering a common ground where
people can celebrate victories, mourn

defeats, and share collective
memories.
In India, where cricket is often

described as a religion, sports have
played a central role in binding
together a country of immense
diversity. Whether it is Hockey’s
golden era, Kabaddi’s rural roots, or
the rise of Athletics and Badminton,
sports have consistently mirrored
India’s journey as a nation.

Sports as a Mirror of National
Identity: Sports serve as a powerful
reflection of national identity,
providing a visible and dynamic
arena where the values, aspirations,
history, and cultural essence of a
nation are expressed and reinforced.
During sporting events, symbols such
as national flags, anthems, and
emblems take on heightened
significance, becoming rallying points
that evoke deep  emotional
connections among citizens. The
narratives that emerge from sports—
stories of struggle, perseverance, and
triumph—often mirror a nation’s
broader historical journey, offering
validation of resilience and progress
in the face of challenges. Moreover,
sports act as a medium for cultural

expression, preserving and
celebrating indigenous games like
Kabaddi in India or Gaelic football in
Ireland, which embody unique
aspects of national heritage. Through
these elements, sports not only
showcase national pride but also help
to shape and sustain a collective
identity that resonates across diverse
populations.  Victories on the
international stage project strength
and resilience, while traditional
games preserve cultural heritage.

For India, Hockey was once the
defining sport of national pride.
Dominating the Olympic Games from
1928 to 1956, India’s hockey team
won six consecutive gold medals,
symbolizing the country’s emergence
on the global stage even before
independence. These victories were
not just sporting achievements; they
were statements of identity, proof
that India could excel internationally
despite colonial subjugation.

Cricket, however, became the most
powerful symbol of India’s national
identity in the post-independence
era. The 1983 Cricket World Cup
victory under Kapil Dev was a turning
point. It instilled confidence in a
nation still grappling with economic
challenges and global recognition.
Suddenly, cricket was no longer just a
sport—it was a metaphor for India’s
resilience, ambition, and ability to
stand shoulder-to-shoulder with the
world’s best. Sports also project
India’s global image. Participation in
events like the Olympics and Asian
Games showcases India’s diversity
and talent. Athletes such as Neeraj
Chopra, who won gold in javelin at
Tokyo 2020, symbolize modern
India’s aspirations: a nation striving

I 5w, oo, 2026

for excellence beyond cricket, eager
to redefine its identity in multiple
sporting arenas.

Sports as a Unifying Force: If sports
reflect identity, they also create unity.
Few other platforms bring together
millions of people across -caste,
religion, language, and region as
effectively as sports.

Cricket is the most obvious example.
When the indian team plays a match,
the entire nation pauses. Streets
empty, offices slow down, and
televisions glow in every household.
The shared anticipation, joy, or
heartbreak transcends social
divisions. In 2011, when India won
the Cricket World Cup, celebrations
erupted across every corner of the
country—from metropolitan cities to
remote villages. For a moment,
political, religious, and regional
differences dissolved into a collective
euphoria.

Regional sports also contribute to
unity in diversity. Kabaddi, deeply
rooted in rural traditions, has gained
national prominence through the Pro
Kabaddi League. Football,
passionately followed in West Bengal,
Goa, and Kerala, adds another layer
to India’s sporting identity. These
regional passions enrich the national
narrative, reminding us that unity
does not mean uniformity—it means
celebrating diversity under one flag.
Sports create shared experiences and
collective memories. The chants in
stadiums, the tears after a loss, and
the pride of seeing the tricolour
unfurl, are moments that bind
citizens together. They remind us
that despite differences, we share the
same heartbeat when our team takes
the field.
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Sports in Nation-Building and
Social Change: Beyond identity and
unity, sports play a crucial role in

nation-building and social
transformation.
In post-colonial India, hockey

victories symbolized independence
and self-confidence. Later, cricket
became atool of soft power, projecting
India’s growing influence globally.
The Indian Premier League (IPL),
launched in 2008, is not just a
commercial success but a cultural
phenomenon. It brings together
players from different states and
countries, fostering collaboration
and mutual respect. The IPL has also
democratized cricket, giving
opportunities to young talent from
small towns who might otherwise
have remained unnoticed. Sports
empower marginalized communities
and individuals. Mary Kom’s success
in boxing represents the resilience of
women from Northeast India, a
region overlooked in
mainstream narratives. Similarly,
athletes like Dipa Karmakar in
gymnastics and Sakshi Malik in
wrestling have broken stereotypes,
proving that women can excel in
fields traditionally dominated by
men. Their victories are not just
personal triumphs but milestones in
India’s journey toward gender
equality and inclusivity.

often

Globally, sports have been used for
reconciliation and healing. In South
Africa, rugby helped bridge racial
divides after apartheid. In India,
while not as dramatic, sports often
soften regional tensions and provide
a platform for dialogue and
cooperation. They remind us that
competition can coexist with
camaraderie.

Sports Diplomacy: Sports serve as a
powerful instrument of international
diplomacy, fostering goodwill and
bridging divides between nations.
Historical instances such as Ping-
Pong Diplomacy between the United
States and China illustrate how sports
can thaw political tensions and open
channels of communication. Similarly,
the formation of unified Korean
teams has symbolized efforts to
bridge longstanding conflicts and
promote peace. Hosting global
sporting events further
countries to project their identity
and unity on the world stage, creating
opportunities for cultural exchange
and mutual understanding. Through
these avenues, sports diplomacy
transcends mere competition,
becoming a vital tool for building
international  relationships  and
promoting harmony among diverse
peoples.

allows

Psychological Dimensions: Sports
have profound psychological impact
that contribute to national identity
and unity. One key aspect is collective
effervescence, where the shared
emotional energy in stadiums and
among fans creates a powerful sense
of belonging and communal joy. This
heightened emotional state fosters
solidarity and strengthened social
bonds. Additionally, vicarious
achievement allows fans to
experience the triumphs of their
teams as personal  victories,
enhancing their emotional
investment and pride in their nation.
Rituals and routines surrounding
sports events, such as regular
matches and national anthems,
provide a consistent framework that
anchors identity  in shared
experiences, reinforcing a collective
sense of purpose and continuity.

Sports in the Age of Globalization:
In today’s interconnected world,
globalization  has significantly
reshaped the realm of sports,
influencing how national identity is
perceived and expressed. The
emergence of transnational leagues
and international competitions
means that many athletes now play
for clubs outside their home
countries, which challenges
traditional ideas of national belonging
and representation. Dual citizenship
among athletes further blurs the lines
of national allegiance, raising
complex questions about which
nation they truly represent on the
global stage.

Despite these complexities, global
sports icons continue to inspire
national pride, serving as powerful
symbols that transcend borders
while still reflecting their cultural
roots. Moreover,  globalization
enables the widespread sharing of
sports culture, allowing fans
worldwide to connect with teams
and athletes from diverse nations.
This creates a dynamic interplay
between global influences and local
loyalties, highlighting how sports
today contribute to a more
interconnected yet multifaceted
sense of national unity.

The Future of Sports and National
Unity: The future of sports holds
immense potential to further
strengthen national unity through
various evolving dimensions. Digital
engagement, particularly through
social media platforms, is
transforming how fans connect with
their national teams and athletes,
amplifying expressions of national
pride and creating  virtual
communities that transcend
geographic boundaries. This digital
revolution allows for real-time
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sharing of emotions, celebrations,
and collective experiences, fostering
a deeper sense of belonging among
diverse populations. Inclusivity is
another critical factor shaping the
future landscape of sports and unity.
Increasing representation of women,
marginalized groups, and differently
abled athletes not only broadens
participation but also reinforces the
idea that national identity is inclusive
and multifaceted. This expanded
representation helps to bridge social
divides and promotes solidarity
across different segments of society.
Furthermore, sustainability  is
becoming an integral aspect of sports,
with  growing  awareness  of
environmental responsibility and
social justice. Sports organizations
and events are increasingly adopting
sustainable practices, which resonate
with broader national and global

values. By championing sustainability,
sports can inspire collective action
and pride in contributing to a
healthier planet, thereby linking
national unity with global citizenship.
Together, these trends suggest that
sports will continue to be a dynamic
force in shaping inclusive, connected,
and conscientious national identities
in the years to come.

Sports are vessels of identity,
instruments of unity, and platforms
for diplomacy. They are woven into
the fabric of national identity and
unity. They reflect struggles and
aspirations, offering collective joy
and pride. They also reflect who we
are, what we value, and how we
connect with one another. While
challenges remain, the unifying
power of sports is undeniable. As
long as humans play, compete, and
cheer, sports will remain vital in

shaping national identity and unity.

Victories inspire pride, defeats teach
resilience, and participation itself
strengthens the bonds of citizenship.

As India continues to evolve, sports
will remain a vital force in shaping
how the nation sees itself and how its
people come together in moments of
triumph and struggle. Ultimately,
sports remind us that while we may
differ in language, culture, or region,
we share the same heartbeat when
our team takes the field. They are not
just games—they are the stories we
tell ourselves about who we are as a
nation.

Priyanka Ghosh
Court Peta Branch [sye

R.0., Berhampur

In wires unseen and screens that glow,
Where silent rivers of data flow,

An unseen shadow softly creeps,
Through coded doors while the city
sleeps.

No mask, no footsteps in the night,
No shattered glass, no sudden fright,
Yet fortunes fade with just one click,
A clever trap, a subtle trick.

An email dressed in borrowed name,
A message urgent, edged with flame,
“Your account will close—act now!” it
cries,

And fear becomes the thief’s disguise.
A link that gleams in trusted blue,
Alogin page that looks so true,

A password typed with careless hand,

The Invisible Thief

And treasure slips like desert sand.

In whispered calls with voices cloned,
In deep fake faces finely tuned,

The fraudster plays a borrowed part,
And steals not only gold—but heart.
Through networks vast, across the seas,
In digital winds that no one sees,

The loot is split in coded streams,

Through crypto vaults and phantom
schemes.

No alley dark, no getaway car,

Just servers humming from afar,
And mule accounts in distant lands,
All guided by unseen hands.

Yet hope still rises, sharp and bright,
In firewalls standing guard at night,

In watchful codes that learn and grow,

To catch the patterns fraudsters show.
For every trick the thieves design,
New shields arise in line by line,
Awareness spreads from mind to
mind,

And vigilance is humankinds.

So, guard your keys, your words,

your trust,

For in this age of cloud and dust,

The greatest vault, both old and new,

[s caution living deep in you.

Akash Sidola
R.0., Haldwani
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To truly comprehend the pulse of
India, you do not need to analyse its
booming stock market, decode its
complex political landscape, or

sample its endless varieties of
regional cuisine. You simply need to
step onto a balcony on the evening of
a high-stakes cricket match, or during
the electrifying final overs of an
(IPL)

knockout game. On these specific

Indian  Premier League
days, the notoriously chaotic and
cacophonous streets of cities grow
eerily, quiet. The air thickens with a
palpable, shared
Suddenly,

roars erupt from the open windows

anticipation.
collective, synchronized
of gleaming corporate skyscrapers
and humble slum dwellings alike,
echoing across neighbourhoods in

perfect unison.

In India, cricket is not merely a sport
played with a bat and a leather ball. It
is an unofficial religion, a profound
cultural phenomenon, and the most
vibrant, resilient thread that binds a
staggeringly diverse nation together.
For a country divided by geography,
religion, caste, and over a hundred
distinct languages, the rules of cricket
remain the one universal language
that with

every citizen speaks

absolute fluency.

From the snow-capped peaks of the
Himalayas to the tropical, palm-

fringed backwaters of Kerala, cricket

is the undisputed heartbeat of over a

billion people.

The Evolution of an Obsession:
From Colonial Pastime to National
Identity

The profound irony of Indian cricket
is that it was initially introduced to
the subcontinent by British colonial
rulers as a symbol of their elite,
exclusive status. However, the Indian
populace did not just passively adopt
the game; they absorbed it, entirely
reinvented its flair, and eventually
grew to dominate it on the global

stage.

The undisputed turning point—the
exact moment cricket transitioned
from a popular sporting pastime to a
fierce national obsession—occurred
on June 25, 1983. When an underdog
Indian squad, led by the charismatic
Kapil Dev, defeated the seemingly
invincible West Indies to lift the
World Cup on the historic balcony of
Lord’s. This event ignited a cultural
revolution. A young, post-colonial
nation, still finding its footing in the
world, suddenly discovered a global
arena where it could not just compete
but conquer absolutely.

This
victory paved the way for the era of
Sachin Tendulkar in the 1990s and
2000s.

Tendulkar was notjustaspectacularly

historic, paradigm-shifting

For over two decades,

gifted sportsman; he was the bearer

Beyond the Boundary

Cricket as India’s Ultimate Cultural Phenomenon and Corporate Catalyst

of a billion individual hopes. During
times when the Indian economy was
struggling or the political climate was

fraught with tension, a flawless,

textbook  straight drive from
Tendulkar offered a collective,
euphoric  escape. He  proved

definitively that an Indian could be
the absolute best in the world. As
cricket writer and commentator
Peter Roebuck “This genius can stop

time in India!”

Today, modern icons like MS Dhoni,
Virat Kohli, Rohit Sharma, Jasprit
Bumrah, Sanju Samson etc carry that
massive, invisible weight of national
expectation. They act as living
demigods in the eyes of their devoted
fans, serving as cultural ambassadors
who dictate fashion trends, shape the
aspirations of the youth, and boldly
represent the aggressive, confident

face of modern India.

Gully Cricket: The Grassroots of a
Billion Dreams

To accurately measure the profound
cultural grip of cricket, one must look
away from the manicured green
outfields of grand stadiums and peer
into the narrow alleyways, open
grounds and crowded neighbourhood
streets. Here lies the fascinating
world of "gully cricket" (street
cricket), the authentic grassroots
foundation of the Indian cricketing

dream.
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In India, you do not need a perfectly
rolled pitch, imported willow, or
expensive safety gear or a stadium to

play cricket. You just need a piece of

wood, something vaguely resembling
a spherical object, and boundless,

unwavering imagination.

Gully cricket is the great equalizer of
Indian society and a universal rite of
passage for almost every child,
regardless of their socio-economic
background. It comes with its own
rich, unwritten constitution,
innovatively and strictly tailored to
the physical constraints of densely
populated Indian neighbourhoods
such as “Hitting over the wall is OUT”,

“The owner of the bat bats first” etc.

These informal, chaotic games do
much more than teach children how
to hita cover drive or bowl a leg-spin.
They
masterclasses in critical life skills.

are early, foundational
Long before these kids step into a
formal educational institution or a
high-stakes corporate office, gully
cricket teaches them about intense
resolution,

negotiation,  dispute

leadership, and emotional resilience.

The IPL Era:
Commerce, Colour, and Cricket

A Carnival of

The

Premier

introduction of the Indian
(IPL) in 2008

permanently and radically altered

League

the cultural and economic landscape
of the country. The IPL successfully
and seamlessly married India's two
greatest, most glamorous loves:
cricketand Bollywood entertainment.

It transformed cricket from a slow-

burning, five-day test of traditional
endurance into a three-hour, high-
octane spectacle of neon lights,
pulsating music, cheerleaders, and

nail-biting, last-over finishes.

The IPL shifted the entire cultural
calendar of the nation. The scorching,
relentless Indian summer is no longer
just associated with eating mangoes
and surviving school holidays; it is
with IPL

evenings. For two solid months every

entirely synonymous
single year, families gather around
their television sets or streaming
devices. Fierce regional loyalties flare
up between cities like Chennai,
Mumbai, and Bangalore, creating a
vibrant, festive atmosphere that lasts

for weeks.

The tournament has fundamentally
democratized the sport, taking it
beyond the traditional metropolitan
hubs and giving young, unknown
boys from remote, rural villages a
direct, highly visible platform to
showcase their talent to the entire

world.

Cricket’s

Advantages for Work-Life Balance

The Corporate Crease:

Given that cricket occupies such a
massive, uncompromising chunk of
the national psyche, it inevitably, and
powerfully, spills over into the Indian
workplace.  Historically,  sports
tournaments were viewed by strict
corporate management as frustrating
distractionsthatderailed productivity
and caused mysterious spikes in "sick

leave."
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However, the modern Indian

workplace has  undergone a
significant, paradigm
shift. HR

departments, modern psychologists,

progressive

Forward-thinking

and empathetic corporate leaders
have realized that cricket is not a
distraction to be minimized, but a
powerful, unifying tool to be actively

harnessed.

When integrated thoughtfully into
the corporate culture, cricket acts as
a brilliant, unparalleled catalyst for a
positive work-life balance, offering
profound advantages to employee
well-being, mental health, and overall

corporate synergy.

Modern professional life is inherently
with  tight,
demanding

fraught unforgiving

deadlines, client
pressures, and the constant, draining
hum of baseline anxiety. Finding
effective ways to decompress is vital
for long-term employee retention.
Cricket provides a much-needed,

highly effective emotional release.

Perhaps the most tangible, physically

beneficial impact on work-life

balance is the massive rise of
corporate cricket leagues. IT parks,
financial districts, and corporate
hubs across India regularly and
inter-

enthusiastically  organize

departmental or inter-company

tennis-ball  cricket tournaments.
These weekend leagues encourage
employees to willingly step away
from their glowing laptop screens
and engage in vigorous physical

activity. It directly and effectively
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combats the dangerous sedentary
lifestyle risks associated with modern
desk jobs, promoting cardiovascular
health, stamina, and overall physical
fun,

fitness in a competitive

environment.

Playing together on a dusty field
requires high-level trust, split-second
communication, and collaborative
strategy. These are the exact same
vital skills that translate directly back
to effective project management,
agile workflows, and cross-functional

team collaboration in the office.

This specific brand of flexibility
the

corporate burnout and significantly

drastically reduces risk of
improves overall job satisfaction. It

proves, time and again, that
respecting and accommodating an
balance

employee's work-life

ultimately yields higher, more
sustainable long-term productivity

than rigid micro-management.

The Rise of Women’s Cricket:
Bridging the Social Gap

No comprehensive discussion about
cricket as a cultural phenomenon in
India is truly complete without
enthusiastically acknowledging the
recent, meteoric rise of women's
cricket. For several decades, the sport
was viewed almost exclusively
through a predominantly male lens,
both in terms of participation and
viewership. However, this outdated
narrative is currently shifting at a

rapid, exhilarating pace.

Early trailblazers like Mithali Raj and

Jhulan Goswami laid the grueling,
underappreciated groundwork for
years. Today, modern, dynamic
superstars like Smriti Mandhana,
Harmanpreet Kaur, and Shafali Verma
have entirely captured the nation's
collective imagination. The highly
successful launch of the Women's
Premier League (WPL) recently was
an undeniable watershed moment in
Indian sports history. It brought
massive financial investment, prime-
time television broadcasting slots,
lucrative brand endorsements, and
packed, roaring stadiums to the

women's game for the first time.

This monumental shift has deep,
echoing cultural implications. When
young girls in small towns across
Indiasee femaleathletescommanding
the exact same deep respect, financial
success, and mass adoration as their
male counterparts, it actively
challenges and dismantles deep-
seated, traditional patriarchal norms.
Cricket is rapidly and effectively
becoming a powerful vehicle for
India,

gender empowerment in

proving definitively to a new
generation that the pitch, the glory,
and the massive salaries belong to

absolutely everyone.

The Enduring Heartbeat of a
Nation

Cricket in India effortlessly
transcends the basic boundaries of a
mere athletic contest between two
opposing teams. It is a spectacular,
ongoing, unscripted drama that plays

out daily on our television screens, in

our massive stadiums, and on our
dusty neighbourhood

vividly reflects the nation's highest

streets. It

collective aspirations, its undeniable
dramatic flair, and its relentless,

unapologetic pursuit of global

greatness.

[t dictates our collective daily moods,
fundamentally shapes our summer
routines, and brings a desperately
needed touch of unpredictable magic
to the otherwise mundane routines
of daily life. More importantly, as the
lines between

our professional

obligations and personal lives
continue to blur in a hyper-connected
world, cricket stands out as a
surprisingly powerful force for good.
It is a glorious, culturally sanctioned
stressbuster that actively builds
lasting friendships across corporate
cubicles, highly encourages physical
health among desk-bound workers,
and gently reminds us of all of the

pure, unadulterated joy of play.

In a rapidly changing, increasingly
modernized world, cricket remains
India's ultimate, unwavering
constant. It is a deeply unifying force,
a brilliantly shared dream, and the
enduring, unbreakable heartbeat of

well over a billion people.

SinurajRS |
R.0., Kollam %
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Special Issue on Sports and Sportsmanship

Rise of Women’s Sports

The rise of women'’s sports is one of
the mostinspiring and transformative
developments in modern society.
Over the past century, women have
steadily broken barriers, challenged
stereotypes, and claimed their
rightful place in the world of athletics.
What was once considered a male-
dominated domain has now evolved
into a more inclusive and dynamic
arena where women athletes shine
on global platforms. This journey has
not been easy; it has been shaped by
resilience, determination, and a
relentless pursuit of equality. Today,
women’s sports are not only gaining
recognition but also redefining the
very meaning of strength, skill, and
success.

Historically, women faced significant
restrictions in participating in sports.
In many cultures, societal norms
discouraged women from engaging
in physical activities, considering
them inappropriate or unnecessary.
Even when women did participate,
they were often excluded from major
competitions or received minimal
support. For instance, in the early
Olympic Games, women were either
not allowed or were limited to a few
“acceptable” events such as tennis or
figure skating. This marginalization
reflected broader gender inequalities
that existed in society.

However, the early 20th century
marked the beginning of change.
Women began advocating for their
inclusion in sports, inspired by the
growing global movements for
gender equality. Organizations and
activists worked tirelessly to create
opportunities for women athletes. The
inclusion of more women'’s events in

international competitions was a
significant step forward. Over time,
women proved their capabilities and
excellence, gradually dismantling the
myths that had kept them on the side-
lines.

One of the most important turning
points in the rise of women'’s sports
has been increased access to
education and organized sports
programmes. Schools, colleges, and
universities began to encourage girls
to participate in athletics, providing
them with training, facilities, and
competitive platforms. This grassroot
level development played a crucial
role in nurturing talent and building
confidence among young women. As
more girls took up sports, the pool of
skilled athletes expanded, leading to
higher levels of competition and
performance.

Media coverage has also played a
vital role in elevating women'’s sports.
In the past, women athletes received
little attention compared to their
male counterparts. Their
achievements were often overlooked
or under reported. However, with the
advent of digital media and social
media platforms, women athletes
have gained greater visibility. Fans
can now follow their favourite
players, watch matches live, and
engage with sports content more
easily than ever before. This increased
exposure has helped in building a
strong fan base and attracting
sponsorships.

Another significant factor
contributing to the rise of women'’s
sports is the growing support from
governments and sports
organizations. Policies promoting

I "5 o, - 2026

gender equality, funding for women'’s
teams, and initiatives to encourage
participation have created a more
supportive environment. In many
countries, national sports federations
are now investing in women'’s leagues
and tournaments, recognizing their
potential and importance. This
institutional backing has been crucial
in providing women athletes with the
resources they need to succeed.

The success of women athletes on the
global stage has further accelerated
this growth. From the Olympics to
world championships, women have
delivered remarkable performances
that have captured the imagination of
audiences worldwide. Their
achievements have not only brought
pride to their nations but have also
inspired millions of young girls to
pursue sports. Role models play a
powerful role in shaping aspirations,
and today’s women athletes are
proving that anything is possible with
dedication and hard work.

Economic  factors have also
contributed to the rise of women'’s
sports. As the popularity of women'’s

competitions grows, they are
becoming  commercially viable.
Sponsorship deals, broadcasting

rights, and merchandise sales are
generating revenue, making women'’s
sports an attractive investment.
Brands are increasingly associating
themselves with women athletes,
recognizing their influence and
appeal. This financial growth is
helping to improve infrastructure,
training facilities, and overall
professionalism in women’s sports.

Despite these positive developments,
challenges remain. One of the most
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significant issues is the gender pay
gap. Female athletes often earn less
than their male counterparts even
when they achieve similar levels of
success. Additionally, media coverage,
although improved, is still not on par
with men’s sports in many regions.
Addressing these gaps is essential to
ensure sustained growth and
equality. Another challenge is the
persistence of stereotypes and
cultural barriers. In some societies,
women still face resistance when
they choose to pursue sports as a
career. They may encounter criticism,
lack of support, or limited
opportunities. Overcoming these
barriers requires not only policy
changes but also a shift in societal
attitudes. Education and awareness
campaigns can play a key role in
changing perceptions and
encouraging acceptance.

The role of technology in the rise of
women’ssports cannotbe overlooked.
Advanced training methods, data
analytics, and sports science have
enhanced performance levels across
disciplines. Women athletes now
have access to the same cutting-edge
tools and techniques as men, enabling
them to compete at the highestlevels.
Social media platforms have also
empowered athletes to build their
personal brands, connect with fans,
and advocate for important causes.

Grassroot level initiatives and
community programmes are equally
important in sustaining the growth of
women’s sports. Local clubs, non-
profit organizations, and volunteer
groups are working to provide
opportunities for girlsatthe grassroot
level. These initiatives help in early
identification of talent and creating a
strong foundation for future success.
By encouraging participation from a

young age, they ensure that the
pipeline of athletes continues to
grow.

Education and awareness are crucial
in promoting gender equality in
sports. Schools and educational
institutions can play a significant role
by integrating sports into their
curriculum and encouraging equal
participation. By  creating a
supportive environment, they can
help in breaking down stereotypes
and fostering a culture of inclusivity.
Parents and communities also have a
responsibility to  support
motivate girls to pursue
interests in sports.

and
their

The impact of the rise of women’s
sports extends beyond the field. It
has significant social and cultural
implications. Women athletes are
challenging traditional gender roles
and redefining what it means to be
strong and capable. Their success
stories inspire confidence and
empowerment among women and
girls, encouraging them to pursue
their dreams in all areas of life. Sports
also promote values such as
teamwork, discipline, and resilience,
which are essential for personal
development.

Moreover, the rise of women’s sports
is contributing to a more equitable
society. It highlights the importance
of  equal opportunities and
representation. By celebrating the
achievements of women athletes,
society sends a powerful message
about the value of inclusivity and
diversity. This progress in sports can
serve as a catalyst for change in other
sectors, promoting gender equality in
all aspects of life.

Looking ahead, the future of women’s
sports appears promising. With

continued investment, support, and
advocacy, the growth is expected to
accelerate. Innovations in
broadcasting and digital engagement
will further enhance visibility and fan
engagement. As more women take up
leadership roles in sports
organizations, they can bring new
perspectives and drive meaningful
change.

However, sustaining this momentum
requires collective effort.
Governments, organizations, media,
and society must work together to
address existing challenges and
create a level playing field. Ensuring
equal pay, increasing media coverage,
and promoting inclusivity should
remain key priorities. By doing so, we
can build a sports ecosystem that
truly reflects the principles of fairness
and equality.

In conclusion, the rise of women’s
sports is a testament to the power of
perseverance and the importance of
equality. From facing exclusion to
achieving global recognition, women
athletes have come a long way. Their
journey is a source of inspiration and
a reminder that change is possible
when individuals and communities
come together to challenge injustice.
As we celebrate their achievements,
we must also commit to supporting
their continued growth. The rise of
women’s sports is not just a story of
athletic success; it is a movement that
is shaping a more inclusive and
equitable world for future
generations.

Revathi S
Z.0., Coimbatore
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Special Issue on Sports and Sportsmanship

Winning Trust Beyond the Playing Field

In the contemporary era of intense

competition and rapid digital
transformation, the banking sector is
no longer confined to traditional
methods of customer acquisition and
retention. Banks are increasingly
embracing sophisticated marketing
strategies to build brand image,
attract new customers, and reinforce
trust among existing ones. One such
powerful strategy is sports celebrity
endorsement. Sports personalities,
admired for their achievements,
discipline, and public appeal, hold a
unique position in society. Their
association with financial institutions
has emerged as a significant factor
influencing customer perceptions,

particularly trust.

Sports celebrities often enjoy a high
level of credibility and emotional
connection with the public. When a
well-known athlete endorses a bank,
their reputation tends to transfer to
the brand. Customers may perceive
the bank as reliable, trustworthy, and
performance-driven, mirroring the
qualities of the athlete.

Trustis a crucial factor in the banking
sector, as customers entrust their
savings, investments, and financial
Celebrity
endorsements help reduce perceived

security to institutions.
risk, particularly among new or
hesitant customers. Seeing a familiar
and respected face associated with a
bank can make the institution appear
more approachable and credible.
This psychological comfort often
encourages customers to initiate or
deepen their relationship with the

bank. Moreover, sports celebrities
have a wide reach and appeal across
diverse demographic segments. Their
endorsements can effectively target
both urban and rural audiences,
bridging gaps in financial awareness.
Campaigns featuring popular athletes
often gain higher visibility and
engagement, leading to increased
brand recognition and recall. This
contributes

enhanced  visibility

indirectly to building trust, as
familiarity with a brand often leads to

a perception of reliability.

Through celebrity
endorsements, banks can benefit in

sports

some specific ways

v' Credibility Transfer: Trust in
the celebrity often translates into

trust in the bank.
v' Targeted Appeal: Different
athletes attract different

customer segments.

v" Emotional Connection: Sports
figures create strong emotional
bonds that banks leverage.

v Sustainability: Endorsements
must be supported by consistent

service quality to maintain trust.

One of the primary ways in which

sports  celebrity = endorsements

influence trust is by reducing
perceived risk. Financial decisions
often involve uncertainty and risk,
particularly for new customers or
those exploring unfamiliar banking
services. The presence of a trusted
sports figure in a bank’s promotional

campaign can provide reassurance
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and psychological comfort.
Customers are more likely to believe
that a bank endorsed by a reputable

athlete is dependable and secure.

Moreover, sports celebrities could
create strong emotional connections
with the public. Fans often develop
deep admiration and loyalty towards
their favourite athletes, viewing them
as role models. This emotional bond
can extend to the institutions they
endorse. It evokes positive feelings
that enhance trust and affinity toward
the This
dimension is especially important in

institution. emotional

building long-term customer
relationships, as trust is not purely

rational butalso deeply psychological.

However, the impact of celebrity

endorsements is not without
limitations. Trust built solely on
endorsements can be fragile if not
supported by consistent service
quality. Any controversy or negative
publicity involving the celebrity can
affect the bank’s

Furthermore, customers today are

also image.
more informed and rely on personal
experience, peer reviews, and digital
feedback rather than endorsements
alone.

Even if the bank itself is not at fault,

association with a controversial
figure can reduce  customer
confidence in the brand image.

Endorsements based on clean image
can backfire if the athlete’s integrity
is compromised. Personal conduct of
such celebrities may further impact
institutional credibility.
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Moreover, there is a high cost
celebrity

significant

involved. Sports

endorsements require
financial investment, often forming a
major part of a bank’s marketing
budget. These costs are not limited to
fee alone but several associated
like
cost,

expenses advertisement

production media  cost,
appearance & event cost, contract &
legal cost, branch integration &
campaign management cost, risk &

opportunity costs and others.

To maximize the benefits of sports
celebrity endorsements, banks must
adopt a balanced approach. The
choice of celebrity should align with
the bank’s values, brand identity, and
target audience. Endorsements
should be by
consistent and high-quality service

complemented

delivery. Transparency in

ethical

and customer-centric policies are

communication, practices,
essential to sustain trust. Banks
should also leverage digital platforms
to engage with customers and
their

beyond traditional advertising.

reinforce brand message

While sports celebrity endorsements
can act as a catalyst in building initial
trust and attracting attention, long-
term trust depends on the bank’s
performance, transparency, and
customer service. Banks must ensure
that their association with celebrities
aligns with their values and is
complemented by genuine customer-

centric practices.

In conclusion, sports celebrity

endorsements play a significant role
in influencing bank customers’ trust
by enhancing credibility, reducing
risk, and

perceived creating

emotional connections. They serve as
a powerful marketing tool that helps
a bank stand out in a competitive
environment and build positive
brand associations. However, their
effectiveness is contingent upon the

its
high
standards of service. Trust, once
established, be

through consistent performance and

bank’s ability to deliver on

promises and maintain

must nurtured

genuine customer engagement.
Therefore, while sports celebrity
endorsements can initiate trust, it is
the bank’s integrity and reliability

that ultimately sustain it.

M. V. Sheshu
R.0., Bengaluru (N)

No headline tells what passes here,
In quiet hours, year by year—
Not just the numbers that rise and fall,

But unheard dreams behind them all.

A thumbprint pressed in cautious ink,
A pause before the edge of “think,”
A widow counting what remains,

A youth escaping silent chains.

We measure worth in more than gold,
In stories rarely ever told,
In trembling hands that learn to trust,

In hope that rises from the dust.

Yet one truth outlives the trend—

A human need to comprehend.

Ink between the lines

To guide, to listen, not just process,
To stand beside in loss or progress,
To know a life can turn around

In one small “yes,” in one safe ground.

Not every victory makes a sound,
Some bloom where faith and work are found,
And we, who sit at this crossroad,
Help lighten many a hidden load.

So let this ink not just record,

But echo what we move toward—
A place where numbers intertwine
With lives rewritten, line by line.

The screens may glow, the systems change,

The pace grows faster, wide and strange,

Chhawani Main Branch, /

Palak Soni

R.0., Indore
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Special Issue on Sports and Sportsmanship

Ethics in Sports

What Do We Mean by Ethics in Sports?
In simple words, ethics in sports is a set of moral principles that guide how people should behave in sporting
situations. These principles include:

e Fair play - competing honestly, following the rules, and avoiding any kind of cheating.

¢ Respect - treating opponents, teammates, coaches, officials, and spectators with dignity.

¢ Responsibility - accepting the results of your actions, both good and bad, and not blaming others.

e Integrity - doing the right thing even if it is difficult or unpopular.

Sport is one of the most powerful
activities in the modern world.
Stadiums fill with thousands of
fans, billions watch major events
on television and youngsters
everywhere dream of becoming
professional athletes. But the true
value of sports is not only in records
and trophies. It is also in the values it
teaches-fairness, respect, discipline,
and self-control. These values are
what we call ethics in sports.

Good ethics in sports goes beyond
just “not getting caught.” It is about
having an inner sense of right and
wrong and choosing right, even if
there is a chance to gain an unfair
advantage.

For example, a football player who
falls in the penalty box without being
touched to get a penalty is following
the written rules only loosely but is
clearly violating the ethical principle
of fair play. The referee might not see
the dive, but the player still knows he
is cheating.

The Idea of Fair
Sportsmanship

Play and

Most discussions of ethics in sports
start with fair play. Fair play means:

e Following the rules of the game.

¢ Not using hidden tricks, illegal
equipment, or banned
substances.

e Accepting the referee’s decisions

without anger or violence, even
when you think they are wrong.

Closely related to fair play is
sportsmanship. It is the attitude and
behaviour that shows respect and
generosity in competition. A good
sportsperson:

¢ Plays hard but clean.

e Does not insult or humiliate
opponents.

e Helps an injured player, even
from the other team.

e Celebrates victory  without
arrogance and accepts defeat
without excuses.

Sportsmanship keeps sport human.
Without it, a game becomes only a
cold Dbattle of interests, where
anything is allowed if you are not
punished. With it, sport becomes a
field where people can show their
best qualities under pressure.

Why Are Ethics in
Important?

Sports

Ethics in sports means more than just
following the written rules of a game.
It is about playing in a way that is
honest and respectful, even when
nobody is watching and even when
breaking the rules might help you to
win. It concerns the behaviour of
everyone involved: athletes, coaches,
referees, team owners, sponsors, and
even fans. When ethics are strong,

sport can inspire and unite people.
When ethics are weak, sport can
become corrupt and harmful.

1. Protecting the Meaning of
Competition

The basic idea of sport is to see
who is best under equal
conditions. If some competitors
cheat—by using drugs, bribing
referees, or fixing matches—the
result no longer shows true
ability. The competition loses its
meaning, and records and titles
lose their value.

2. Protecting Athletes’ Health
and Dignity
Many unethical practices, such as
doping, overtraining young

athletes, forcing them to play
with injuries, or allowing violent
play, put athletes’ bodies and
minds at risk. Ethical rules are
needed to protect athletes from
being treated like machines or
tools whose only purpose is to
win.

3. Setting a Good Example for
Society

Athletes are often public heroes.
Children and adults copy what
they do. If famous players cheat,
insult referees,
respect to opponents, many fans
start to think that such behaviour
is acceptable in their own lives.

or show no
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On the other hand, when athletes
admit mistakes, show respect,
and play fairly, they send a
powerful message about the
importance of integrity.

4. Preserving Trustin Sports

Fans spend money and time
because they believe that they
are watching a real contest. If
scandals become common,
people lose interest and trust.
Ethical behaviour is therefore
essential not just morally, but
also for the survival of sports as
an industry.

Common Ethical Problems in

Modern Sports

Today, sport faces many ethical
challenges. Some of the most
important are doping, match-fixing
and corruption, violence and
aggression, and discrimination.
Doping and Performance-

Enhancing Drugs

Doping means using banned drugs
or methods to artificially improve
performance. Examples include
anabolic steroids, blood doping, and
certain stimulants.

To fight doping, organizations like
the World Anti-Doping Agency
(WADA) set lists of banned
substances, and athletes are tested in
and out of competition. Still, pressure
to win and the promise of fame and
money tempt some athletes and
coaches to break the rules.

Match-Fixing and Corruption

Match-fixing happens when players,
referees, or officials secretly decide
the result of a game in advance, often
for betting or bribes. This is one of
the greatest threats to the integrity of
sport, because it destroys the most
basic promise: that the outcome is
uncertain and earned on the field.

Once fans believe that results are
“fixed,” they stop caring about who
wins. Sport then becomes just
another business dealing.

Violence and Aggression

Some level of physical contact is
normal in many sports. But ethical
problems arise when players or fans
cross the line into violence.

Such behaviour goes against the idea
that sport should be a controlled and
safe form of competition, not a real
war. Leagues often introduce strict
punishments and campaigns to
reduce violence, but the emotional
intensity of games still creates risk.

Discrimination and Inequality

Ethics in sports also concerns how
different groups are treated. Common
issues include Gender inequality,
Racial discriminationand Exclusion
of disabled athletes.

When sport excludes or mistreats
certain groups, it fails its promise to
be a space where any person can
compete and be judged only by
performance.

Encouraging Ethics in Sports

The good news is that ethics in sports
can be taught, protected, and
strengthened. Some important steps
include:

Education from a Young Age

Schools and youth clubs should teach
not just technique and fitness, but
alsovalueslikerespect, responsibility,
and self-control.

Clear Rules and

Enforcement

Strong

Rules against doping, match-fixing,
violence, and discrimination must be
clear, public, and fairly enforced.

At the same time, athletes must have

rights to fair procedures, so that they
are not wrongly accused.

Creating a Culture of Respect

Small friendly gestures make a big
difference.

These remind everyone that, at its
heart, sports is about mutual respect
and shared enjoyment.

Supporting Whistleblowers

Those who report doping, corruption,
or abuse often risk their careers.
Ethical systems must protect such
whistleblowers and treat their
information seriously. Without them,
many hidden problems would never
come to light.

Keeping the Spirit of Sport Alive
Ethics in sports is not an abstract or
“extra” topic. It is at the core of what
makes sport worth playing and
watching. Without ethics, victories
are empty, records are suspicious,
and heroes are false. With ethics,
even defeat can be noble, and sports
can serve as a school of character for
everyone involved.

In the end, ethical sports asks a
simple but demanding question:
What kind of person do you want to
be when you compete? Someone who
wins by any means, or someone who
respects the game, the opponent, and
themselves? The answer each athlete,
coach, official, and fan gives to this
question will decide the future of
sports more than any rulebook.

If we choose fair play, respect, and
integrity, sports will continue to
inspire new generations, not only to
run faster or jump higher, but also to
live honest lives.

Pooja Arora
Swarup Nagar Branch
R.0., Kanpur
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E-sports or electronic sports has
rapidly evolved into one of the most
influential entertainment industries
in the modern world. What began as
small-scale gaming competitions
among a handful of enthusiasts has
transformed global
phenomenon that attracts millions of
viewers, massive investments and
international recognition. Today,
professional gamers compete in
organized tournaments that rival
traditional sports in excitement, scale
and audience engagement. The rise
of e-sports reflects broader changes
in technology, culture and media
consumption. With the growth of
high-speed  internet,
gaming systems and digital streaming
platforms, gaming has moved beyond
casual recreation to become a
legitimate profession and spectator
sport. This transformation highlights
how digital innovation can reshape
entire industries and redefine how

into a

advanced

people connect, and

entertain themselves.

compete

Origins of Competitive Gaming:
The history of e-sports dates to the

The Rise of E-Sports

i o o+

early 1970s, when the first known
video game competition took place at
Stanford 1972.
Participants competed in a game

University  in

called Spacewar! and although the
prize was modest, the event marked
the beginning of organized gaming
competitions.

During the late 1970s and early
1980s,
extremely popular. Games such as
the
concept of high scores, encouraging

arcade gaming became

Space Invaders introduced
players to compete against one
another for the top position. This
simple feature laid the foundation for
competitive gaming by creating
measurable performance standards.
As arcades grew in popularity, gaming
companies began organizing
their

products. These early competitions

tournaments to promote

attracted  large  numbers  of
participants and demonstrated the
potential of gaming as a social and
competitive activity. Although the
scale was limited compared to

present day, these events played a

IR 5 o, oo 2026

crucial role in shaping the future of

e-sports.
The Internet Era and
Professionalization: The 1990s

marked a turning point in the
development of e-sports. With the
rise of personal computers and the
expansion of the internet, players
could compete with others across
different locations. This connectivity
enabled the creation of online
multiplayer games, which became
the backbone of competitive gaming.

During this period, organized leagues
such as the Cyberathlete Professional
League (CPL) emerged, introducing
structure, rules, and professionalism
to gaming competitions. These
leagues helped legitimize e-sports
and paved the way for future growth.
The early 2000s
advancements with the introduction
of global tournaments like the World
Cyber Games (WCG). These events
brought together players
different countries, transforming
e-sports into an international activity.
The ability to compete globally
increased the appeal of gaming and
attracted a wider audience.

saw further

from

South Korea: The Pioneer of
Modern E-Sports:
played a vital role in the rise of
e-sports as a mainstream activity.
With widespread access to high-
speed internet and the popularity of
gaming cafes known as PC Bangs, the
country became a hub for competitive
gaming.

South Korea

The real-time strategy game StarCraft
gained immense popularity in South
Korea, leading to the creation of
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professional leagues and televised
matches. Players became celebrities,
and gaming was recognized as a
legitimate This level of
acceptance helped establish a model
that other countries would later

career.

follow. Government support further
strengthened the e-sports ecosystem
in South Korea. By investing in
infrastructure and promoting gaming
as a cultural asset, the country
positioned itself as a global leader in
the industry.
India’s
Landscape

Emerging E-Sports
India’s e-sports ecosystem has also
witnessed significant progress in
recent years, reflecting a gradual shift
in institutional recognition and
public perception. A major milestone
came with the Government of India
officially recognizing e-sports as a
sport under the Ministry of Youth
Affairs and Sports, distinguishing it
from the broader category of online
This

the
e-sports and created a stronger

gaming. recognition

strengthened legitimacy of
foundation for its organized growth.
Another noteworthy development
was the increasing engagement of
national leadership with the gaming
2024, the

Minister

community. In April

honorable Prime
participated in a special interaction
titled “Game On ft. NaMo”, where he
met leading Indian gamers and
e-sports personalities and discussed
issues related to gaming culture,
technological innovation, youth
participation, and the distinction
between gaming and gambling. Such
high-level engagement highlighted

the growing importance of gaming

and e-sports within India's broader
digital and innovation landscape.
Together with increasing
investments, competitive platforms,
and expanding digital
these developments indicate that
India is gradually emerging as an

initiatives,

important contributor to the global
e-sports ecosystem.

Impact of Streaming Platforms:
The 2010s marked a revolutionary
phase in the growth of e-sports,
largely driven by the rise of streaming
platforms such as Twitch and
YouTube Gaming. These platforms
allowed fans to watch live matches
anywhere in the
significantly increasing
accessibility of e-sports.

world,
the

from

Streaming transformed gaming into a
spectator-friendly activity. Viewers
could interact with players,
participate in live chats, and follow
their
tournaments.

favourite teams and
This
engagement created a strong sense of
community and contributed to the

rapid expansion of the industry.

level of

Popular games such as League of
Legends, Dota 2, and Counterstrike
attracted millions of viewers during
major tournaments. The success of

these games demonstrated that
e-sports could compete with
traditional sports in terms of

audience reach and entertainment
value.

Economic Growth and Business
Models: E-sports has grown into a
dollar industry,
various revenue

multi-billion

supported by
streams. These include sponsorships,
advertising, media rights,
and ticketed

merchandise sales,

events. invest

Major

companies
heavily in e-sports to reach younger
audiences who are increasingly
shifting away from traditional media.
Sponsorships remain the primary
source of revenue, with brands
with

tournaments to

and
their
products. Media rights are also
becoming increasingly important, as

partnering teams

promote

streaming platforms and

broadcasters compete to secure

exclusive access to popular events.

Global Expansion and Government
Involvement: E-sports has expanded
rapidly across the globe, with
different regions adopting unique
approaches to its development. In
China, the governmenthasrecognized
e-sports as a professional activity
and invested heavily in infrastructure,
including dedicated arenas and
training facilities. European countries
have taken steps to regulate e-sports
and integrate it into educational
systems. In North America, private
companies and educational

institutions have driven growth
through investments and collegiate
programs. The Middle East has also
emerged as a key player, with
governments investing in large-scale
tournaments and facilities to attract
global These

highlight the growing importance of

attention. efforts
e-sports as both an economic driver
and a cultural phenomenon.

Comparison with Traditional
Sports: E-sports many

similarities with traditional sports,

shares

including structured competitions,
professional teams, and dedicated
fan bases. However, it also differs in
several key aspects.
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Unlike traditional sports, e-sports is

entirely digital, requiring players to
rely on cognitive skills, reflexes, and
strategic than
physical strength. Additionally, the

thinking rather
barrier to entry is much lower, as
players only need access to gaming
equipment and an internet
connection. While traditional sports
continue to dominate in terms of
revenue and viewership, e-sports is
rapidly gaining ground, particularly
among younger audiences. This shift
in demographics has prompted
traditional sports organizations to

invest in e-sports to remain relevant.
The Rise of Mobile E-Sports: One of
the most significant developments in
recent years is the rise of mobile

e-sports. With the widespread
availability of smartphones and
affordable internet, gaming has

become accessible to a much larger
audience. Mobile games such as
PUBG Mobile, Free Fire, and Mobile
Legends have created competitive
ecosystems that rival traditional PC-
based e-sports. These games are
particularly popular in regions like
Asia, Latin America, and Africa, where
access to high-end gaming hardware
may be limited. The growth of mobile
e-sports has democratized
competitive gaming, allowing players
from diverse backgrounds to
participate and succeed. This trend is
expected to continue as technology
and mobile

improves gaming

becomes even more sophisticated.

Career Opportunities and Player
Ecosystem: E-sports has created a
wide range of career opportunities
beyond professional gaming. Players,
coaches, analysts, commentators, and

content creators all contribute to the
ecosystem.

Top players can earn significant
income through
sponsorships,
streaming. Educational institutions
have begun offering e-sports
programsand scholarships, providing
with opportunities to
develop their skills while pursuing
academic goals. These initiatives help
create a more structured pathway
into the industry.

tournament

winnings, and

students

Challenges Facing the Industry:
Despite its rapid growth, e-sports
faces several challenges that must be
addressed for long-term success.
Financial sustainability remains a
key concern. Player health is another
important issue. Additionally, the
lack of standardized regulations
across regions creates difficulties in
maintaining fairness and consistency:.
Gender inequality is also a significant
challenge. Addressing these issues
will be crucial in ensuring the
continued growth and inclusivity of
e-sports.

Technological Innovations and
Future Trends: Technology
continues to drive the evolution of
e-sports. Cloud gaming is expected to
reduce the need for expensive
hardware, = making  high-quality
gaming accessible to a broader
audience. Artificial intelligence is
being used to enhance game design,
improve training methods, and create
personalized viewing experiences.

The expansion of 5G networks will
further improve connectivity,
enabling smoother gameplay and
real-time interaction. Virtual reality
and augmented reality technologies
may also play a role in shaping the

I "5 o, - 2026

future of e-sports, offering more
immersive experiences for players
and spectators.

Outlook: The future of e-sports looks
promising, with continued growth
expected in both audience size and
revenue. As technology advances and
global interest increases, e-sports is
likely to become an even more
integral part of the entertainment
industry.

There is also ongoing discussion
about including e-sports in major
international events such as the
Olympics. While challenges remain,
the increasing recognition of e-sports
suggests that it may eventually
achieve the same status as traditional
sports. The rise of e-sports is a
remarkable example of
and

how
technology innovation
transform a simple pastime into a
global industry. From its humble

beginnings in university labs and

can

arcade halls to its status as a billion-
dollar enterprise, e-sports has come
a long way. Today, it stands as a
powerful force in entertainment,
culture, and business, connecting
people from different parts of the
world through competition and
shared passion. In India as well,
e-sports is gradually becoming a
mainstream youth
engagementand careeropportunities.
As the industry continues to evolve,
e-sports is set to play an even greater
role in shaping the future of digital

avenue for

entertainment.

Mohammad Ibraheem
R.O., Rewa
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Write a verse

Does this picture tug at an old memory, stir a hidden emotion, or set your
imagination dancing? A picture may be worth a thousand words, but if you'd
rather express your feelings in just a few—go on, let your pen work its magic
and sprinkle some fun into the moment!

)

Contest No. 177

Write a verse of 04 lines (25-30 words) on this picture and send it to us through
the correspondent of your office/Region.

Please ensure the following while submitting your entry:

e verse should be of maximum 04 lines (25-30 words) only.

qj?-m:r eIRT ';Iﬁ'!ﬂﬁﬁn b 176 - ¢ The entry may be sent in Hindi or English. In terms of circular no. 8303-
i Rrd Ao 2024 dt. 12.06.2024 separate prizes shall be awarded under each language
i g category.
qeEPR et aroft ¢ A staff member may submit only one entry, either in Hindi or in
gyH  (AIA6R, &%, daH English.
gdig | G = USTiaehy, &1, AR o This contest is open only for the staff members presently in service of the
garg gt e Mam, &, I Bank.
e | gt [l &1, TRdgR o All correspondents are requested to consolidate the entries of their
PR 3T Joft Region, language wise, in a tabular form, by the last date and send them

to uniondhara@unionbankofindia.bank.in Invariably give details of Staff
name, designation, branch/Office name, SOL ID along with the entries.

oyq | TN $ER, 8T, IR

e | gefh oo oM, & 3T

g |4 3 PER, AD1, SR (W)
nored | gt wnferdt oo, &1, 4eeTe

¢ The last date for sending entries is 30 June, 2026.

¢ Entries, duly, adhering to the specified word limit, received by the last date,
shall only be included in the competition.
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Futuristic Sports Experience

It's a warm evening. You settle into
your couch—not to “watch” a match,
but to step into it. With a simple
gesture, your living room dissolves
into a roaring stadium. The crowd
hums around you, the grass stretches
beneath your feet, and the players—
vivid, almost within
with  breathtaking
realism. You are no longer just a

life-sized,
reach—move

viewer. You are present. This is not
science fiction. This is the direction in
which sports viewing is headed—a
transformation so profound that it
will redefine what it means to be a
fan. In this new era, the boundary
between reality and broadcast fades
away. You can shift perspectives at
will—stand beside the striker as they
line up a decisive shot, or hover above
the field to see plays unfold like a
master tactician. Every heartbeat of
the game is yours not just to observe
but to experience. The connection
deepens too. You don’t just cheer for
your team; you feel the tension in
their movements, the urgency in their
decisions, the electricity of the crowd
as if it were your own pulse. Friends
from across the world can join you in
this

debating, and reacting together as

shared space, celebrating,

though seated side by side.

What was once a passive pastime is
soon becoming somethingimmersive,
personal, and alive. The future of
sports isn’t just about better screens
about

or sharper images—it’s

presence, emotion, and the powerful

illusion of being exactly where the
action is.

Beyond the Screen: Entering the
Game: For decades, sports lived
behind glass—television screens,
smartphones, tablets. No matter how
large or high definition the display,
there was always a barrier between
the fan and the field. The future tears
that barrier down. Instead of
watching a football match from a
fixed broadcast angle, you might
stand behind the goal, feel the tension
before a penalty Kkick, or switch
perspectives instantly to hover above
the pitch like a drone. Want to follow
a single player for the entire game?
You can. Curious about a referee’s
decision? Step into their vantage
point and see exactly what they saw.
This shiftisn’t just technological—it’s
emotional. When you are placed
inside the moment, your connection

to the game deepens. Every pass feels

sharper. Every near miss stings
harder. The experience becomes
personal.

A Stadium That Lives in Your
Home: In the future, the concept of
“going to the game” will evolve.
Physical stadiums will still exist—
electric, loud, irreplaceable— but
they will no longer be the only place
where magic happens. Your home
will become a dynamic stadium.
Walls may transform into panoramic
displays. Sound systems will recreate
the thunder of the crowd with
subtle

uncanny precision. Even
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details—the rustle of jerseys, the
echo of a ball striking the post—will
be rendered with life-like clarity. But
the real revolution lies in flexibility.
You might choose a front-row seat
one moment, then float above the
action the next. You might watch the
same match from ten different
perspectives, each revealing a new
layer of the game.

The stadium will no longer be a place.
It will be an experience—one that
travels with you.

The the

Broadcast: Future sports broadcasts

Rise of Intelligent
will not just show you what is
happening—they will understand
how you want to experience it.
Artificial intelligence will quietly
observe your preferences. Do you
enjoy tactical analysis? The system
will overlay formations and passing
networks in real time. Do you prefer
raw emotion? It will minimize data
and focus on player reactions, crowd
energy, and storytelling. Commentary
itself will evolve. Instead of a single
voice guiding millions, you might
choose your narrator. A seasoned
analyst, a former player, a comedian,
or even a personalized Al voice that
speaks in a tone you find most
engaging. Over time, the broadcast
becomes uniquely yours—shaped by
your habits, your curiosity, your way

of seeing the game.
Data That Feels Alive: Statistics

have always been part of sports, but
in the future, they won'’t sit quietly in
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the corner of a screen. They will
breathe. Imagine watching a tennis
rally and seeing a faint trail behind
the ball, revealing its speed and spin.
Picture a cricket match where field
placements glow subtly, showing
strategic intent. Envision a marathon
where each runner’s stamina, pace,
and fatigue unfold visually as the race
progresses. Data will enhance the
experience. It will help you
understand not just what happened,
but why it mattered. And for those
who crave depth, entire layers of
analysis will be available on demand.
With a gesture or a voice command,
you can dive deeper into patterns,
probabilities, and predictions—
turning every match into a rich,

interactive narrative.

Watching Together, Even When
Apart: At its heart, sports are about
It’s

arguing, celebrating, and mourning—

connection. about cheering,
together. The future will preserve
this spirit, even as viewing becomes
more digital. You and your friends
might gather in a shared virtual
space, each appearing as life-like
avatars. You will celebrate goals side
by side, debate decisions in real time,
and feel the collective pulse of the
game—even if you are thousands of
kilometres apart. Strangers, too, will
become part of the experience. Fans
from different countries, cultures,
and backgrounds will converge in
digital arenas, united by their love for
the game. The geography of fandom
will dissolve. The community will

remain.

The Freedom of Time: One of the
quiet revolutions in sports viewing
will be the liberation from time.
Missed the

watching a replay you will relive it,

match? Instead of
step into key moments, experience
them from multiple perspectives,
slow them down, speed them up, or
explore them interactively. Busy
schedule? Watch a condensed version
that captures the essence of the game
in minutes, without losing its
emotional arc. Want to revisit a
legendary moment from years ago?
Experience it as if it is happening
now, with the same immersive
intensity. Time will no longer limit
your connection to sports. It will

become a tool you can shape.

Gamification - The line between
watching and playing will blur. During
a live match, you might predict the
next move, guess the outcome of a
play,
challenges.
with

or participate in real-time

Earn points, compete
friends, or climb global
leaderboards—all while the game
unfolds. Fantasy sports will evolve
into something far more dynamic,
integrating seamlessly with live
action. Your decisions, predictions,
and insights will feel more immediate,
more meaningful. But beyond
competition, there will be creativity.
Fans might design their own highlight
reels, create alternate commentaries,
or even simulate “what-if” scenarios.
Sports will remain unpredictable, but
your interaction with them will

become endlessly flexible.

Accessibility for All: As the future
unfolds, one of the most important
goals will be inclusivity. Technology
will open doors for fans who have
traditionally faced barriers. Real-
will  make

time translations

commentary  accessible  across
languages. Audio descriptions will
bring the action alive for visually
impaired audiences. Customizable
interfaces will adapt to different
needs and preferences. The idea is
but

regardless of ability or background,

simple powerful: Everyone,
should be able to experience the thrill
of sports in a way that feels natural

and engaging.

The Ethical Balance: With great
innovation comesgreatresponsibility.
As sports viewing becomes more
personalized and data-driven,
questions will arise. How is user data
Are

becoming too fragmented? Is the

being used? experiences
essence of the game at risk of being
overshadowed by technology? There
is also the delicate balance of
gamification and betting. While these
elements can enhance engagement,
they must be handled carefully to
avoid exploitation or harm. The
thoughtful

design—ensuring that technology

future will require
enhances the human connection to

sports, rather than diluting it.

The Heart Remains the Same: For
all the change that lies ahead, one
thing that will not change isthe
reason we love sports. It is not just
about the technology, the data, or the
spectacle. It is about the moments—
the last-second goal, the impossible
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comeback, the quiet resilience of an

athlete who refuses to give up. No
matter how advanced the viewing
experience becomes, these moments
will remain at the core. Technology
will amplify these moments, bring us
closer, help us understand them—
but it will not replace the thrill.

A Future Already Beginning: The
future of viewing sports is not a
distant dream. It is already unfolding,
piece by piece, in innovations we are
beginning to see today. Each new
development—  whether it s

immersive  viewing, intelligent

broadcasts, or interactive features—
is a step toward a more connected,
engaging,
experience. The future of sports

more more enhanced
viewing is not about escaping reality.
[t is about deepening our connection
with it.

Final Whistle: One day, the question
will no longer be, “Did you watch the
game?” Instead, it will be, “How did
you experience it?” Did you stand
behind the striker as they took the
winning shot? Did you analyse every
tactical move in real time? Did you

celebrate with friends scattered

across the globe, yet somehow right
beside you?

In the future, every fan will have their
own version of the same match—a
unique journey shaped by curiosity,
emotion, and choice. The screen will
fade. The boundaries will dissolve;
andsports,inallitsraw, unpredictable
beauty, will feel enthralling than ever
before.

Balakrishna
Cherukuri

R.0., Bengaluru (N)

She Didn’t Wait for a Chance-

She Created One

It doesn’t begin in stadiums.

It begins quietly—in courage, in
resistance, in a girl choosing not to
stop.

And sometimes... it explodes into
something unforgettable

There are victories—and then there
are moments that feel like history
shifting.

ICC Women'’s T20 World Cup triumph
by India was one of those moments.
It wasn’t just about winning. It was
about how they won—

fearlessly, dominantly,
unapologetically. Every boundary felt
like a statement.

Every wicket felt like years of doubt
being answered.

And when the final moment came...

it wasn’t just a team celebrating. It
was millions of girls seeing
themselves—

not in the audience, but at the centre.

What made this victory different? It
felt personal.

An Unforgettable Victory

Because behind that win were years of
quiet struggles—

empty practice grounds, unequal
opportunities,

being overlooked, being underestimated.
And yet, when it mattered most, they
didn’t just compete—

they owned the stage.

This wasn’t just a cricket match. It was a
declaration:

We are not here to participate. We are
here to dominate.

Not long ago, women’s cricket matches
were updates you had to search for.
Today?

They are prime-time conversations.

The Women'’s Premier League, global
tournaments,

rising stars—everything is changing.
But this T20 World Cup victory
accelerated that change.

It made people stop scrolling. [t made
them watch.

It made them care. Across India, athletes
have become symbols of belief—

calm, fierce, and unstoppable. This win
whispers back:

Be bold. Be loud. Be unstoppable.

On the Olympic stage, young talents
continue to rise,

quietly preparing to be the next
headline.

Because this victory speaks
to someone far beyond the stadium.

To the girl who hesitates before
joining a game.

To the one who'’s told to “be careful,”
“be proper;” “be less.”

Because the women who lifted that
trophy?

They were once exactly where you
are—undeniable.

victory doesn’t just add a title to a
record—

it adds belief to a generation, and
another girl picks up a bat to win.

Hema Hariharan
UMFB Chalai Bazaar
Branch,

R.O., Trivandrum
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On a match day at the Narendra Modi
Stadium in Ahmedabad, the roar of
over 100,000 fans tells only half the
story. Outside the stadium, a massive
business engine is in full gear. Hotels
are fully booked, cab drivers are
seeing record bookings, and local
food stalls are selling a week’s worth
of stock in just one afternoon. What
looks like a simple celebration of
sports is a powerful flow of money
that helps the entire city grow. In the
past, India viewed sports mostly as
entertainment or a hobby. Today, that
has changed. Sports are now a formal
industry, attracting huge investments
and creating thousands of jobs. It is
no longer just "playing a game". Itis a
key part of India’s journey toward
economic

becoming a global

powerhouse.

The $2 Billion Milestone - A
Macroeconomic Shift

The commercial maturation of the

Indian sports sector reached a
historic inflection point in 2025.
According to the latest WPP Media
'Sporting Nation' report, the domestic
sports economy crossed the $2 billion
threshold for the first time, reaching
18,864 crore ($2.13 billion). This
represents a robust year-on-year

growth of 13.4%.

More importantly for institutional

investors,  the industry  has

demonstrated structural resilience. It

has nearly doubled in size from

39,530 crore in 2021, registering a
compound growth rate
(CAGR) of 18.6% over a four-year
period.

annual

Despite this rapid expansion, sports
still contribute merely about 0.1% to
India’s gross domestic product. When
contrasted with the global average of
0.5%, this gap does not represent a
systemic failure, but rather a massive,

under leveraged market ripe for

capital allocation and financial
deepening.
The Revenue Triad - Media,

Sponsorships, and Equity. The

architecture of India's sports revenue
is primarily built on three distinct
pillars:

» Media broadcasting rights

» Corporate sponsorships

» Athlete endorsements

the
the

Media
undisputed

investments are
lifeblood  of
ecosystem, accounting for 51% of the
total industry value in 2025. Total
advertising investments hit 39,571
crore, growing at nearly 20% year-
on-year. A critical trend for the
Banking and tech sectors to monitor
is the rapid pivot toward digital
While
television advertising grew by a
respectable 16.4% to 5,117 crore,

digital media spends vastly outpaced

consumption. traditional

it, surging 24% to reach 34,449 crore.
This reflects a structural shift toward

mobile first viewing habits, data

From Playground to Profit

driven marketing, and the rising
power of digital streaming platforms.

7,943

crore, making up 42% of the market.

Sponsorships  generated
Interestingly, this 7% annual growth
was driven not by an influx of new ad
inventory, but by the premiumization
and better monetization of existing
assets. Brands are actively moving
away from superficial, visibility led
logo placements toward immersive,
story-driven collaborations.

Athlete
X1,350 crore in 2025, recording a
10.3% uptick. The nature of these

endorsements reached

financial arrangements is evolving

rapidly.  Top-tier  athletes are
transitioning from standard brand
ambassadors to strategic commercial
partners through equity linked deals
and deeper integration into franchise
ecosystems, signalling a shift toward
institutionalized endorsement

models.

The

institutional

Cricket Premium - Any

analysis of India's

sporting economy inevitably

becomes a study of cricket's
overwhelming monopoly. In 2025,
cricket contributed an astounding
89% of the total sports industry
revenue, an increase from 85% the
previous year. In absolute financial
terms, the sport generated 316,704
crore, growing at 17.9% annually.
This dominance permeates every

commercial layer - cricket commands
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81% of all sponsorship capital, 87%

of endorsement money, and a

staggering 95% of mediainvestments.

The Indian Premier League (IPL)
remains the undisputed commercial
anchor of this growth. From a
corporate finance perspective, the
league has transitioned from a
recreational tournament into a highly
lucrative asset class. According to
Houlihan Lokey’s 2025 valuation
study, the IPL's business enterprise
value surged 12.9% to reach $18.5
billion, while its standalone brand
value climbed to $3.9 billion. Recent
franchise acquisitions underscore
this immense premium. Investors
and private equity consortiums are
drawn to the franchise model's
With
approximately 70% to 75% of a

predictable cash  flows.
team's revenue secured via the Board
of Control for Cricket in India's (BCCI)
central media rights pool, franchises
enjoy  unprecedented financial
visibility before a single match is

even played.

The Microeconomic Multiplier -
While billion-dollar

valuations the

franchise
capture financial
headlines, the true macroeconomic
utility of sporting events lies in their
localized multiplier effects.
highly

geographic stimulators, triggering

Mega
events act as efficient
consumption clusters across host
cities. During tournament seasons,
cities witness aggressive spikes in
travel and leisure spending. Studies

and market data suggest that travel-

related revenues can climb by up to
30% during major event windows.
Equally vital is the employment
generation capacity of this sector.
Large scale sporting events demand
massive, immediate labour
mobilization, creating vital livelihood
opportunities that span multiple skill

levels.

Crucially, a substantial portion of this
capital flows directly into the informal
economy, providing inclusive growth
and short burst income generation
that traditional industrial policies

often struggle to deliver.

Infrastructure and the Long-Term
Dividend - Hosting international
sports events acts as a powerful
catalyst for municipal and national
The
strict compliance requirements of
bodies
governments to fast-track capital
in the
the

infrastructure development.

global  sporting push

expenditure. This results
modernization of stadiums,
expansion of urban mass transit
and critical

transport systems,

upgrades to airport connectivity.

When planned through efficient

public-private partnerships, these
investments yield a long-term
economic dividend. The
infrastructure outlives the

tournament, permanently improving
urban efficiency and commercial
productivity. For the banking sector,
this presents lucrative avenues: from
infrastructure

financing  heavy

projects to structuring complex

public private syndications.

Opportunities for the Banking
Sector - For the banking and financial
services the

sector, rapid

formalization of India’s sports
economy presents a multi-tiered
revenue opportunity that extends
well beyond traditional corporate

sponsorships.

First, the sheer scale of modern
media rights, exemplified by the [PL’s
massive $6.4 billion broadcast cycle,
requires sophisticated syndicated
lending, escrow mechanisms, and
currency hedging to manage complex,

multi-year cash flows.

Second, on the corporate advisory
and M&A front, sports franchises
have evolved into highly liquid mega-
With
enterprise valuations now hovering
between $1.6 billion and $1.8 billion,

there is

assets. individual franchise

surging demand for

institutional debt restructuring,
private equity stake sales, and
specialized  valuation  services.

Furthermore, the push for world-

class facilities offers lucrative
avenues for project finance. As the
government and private sector
collaborate to build the infrastructure
required to support a projected $130
billion industry by 2030, Banks are
uniquely positioned to underwrite
bonds
complex public-private partnership

(PPP) debt.

municipal and structure

Finally, private Banking and wealth
management divisions face a rapidly

expanding elite clientele. With
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domestic  athlete endorsements
hitting 1,350 crore annually,
structuring tailored family offices
and wealth preservation portfolios
for top tier athletes has become a
high-yield, premium niche.

The Final Whistle: Looking toward
the horizon, market projections
suggest that the Indian sports sector
possesses  the  macroeconomic
tailwinds, rising disposable incomes,
deep digital penetration, and rapid
urbanization, to potentially scale to a
$130 billion valuation by 2030.
However, realizing this valuation
requires a fundamental transition

from an episodic, event driven model

to an annuity-like, year-round

ecosystem.

Government initiatives like "Khelo
India" are laying the vital groundwork
for grassroots talent development,
but it will require sustained private
capital to build out multi-sportleague
ecosystems in disciplines like
Football, Kabaddi and Badminton.

For the modern Banking and
Financial Sector, sports have
categorically outgrown the
entertainment pages. It is now a
formidable engine of economic
momentum, intrinsically linked to
the nation's broader ambition of

cementing a $5 trillion economy.

From structuring media rights
syndications and underwriting
smart-city infrastructure to advising
on private equity buyouts of franchise
assets, the opportunities are
increasingly  sophisticated. = The
players on the pitch may still be
fighting for a trophy, but the
institutions backing them are playing
for a much larger, and far more

lucrative, economic dividend.

Dr. Deepak Kumar

ULA-Credit & Policy,
Lucknow

When the Lord of Universe Himself,

She is Creative; not Created

From Ruling and leading the nation as

proclaimed and celebrated womanhood,

as He gave half of His self to Mother Parvathi.
As the feminine energy pervading

the Universe has taken the form of Prakriti
Celebration of Womanhood and
acknowledging her presence was subtly
embedded in unspoken ways

in the Universe from times immemorial.

As the times evolved and in the present day,
we started to celebrate Women’s Day:.

But to acknowledge her accomplishment,

a day feels small,

for she is to be celebrated each day.

In current scenario,

let her know it is okay to not be able to
make it in all the 99 and odd things,

that it is okay to forget,

it is okay to stumble and fall sometimes.
We have seen many women

have written glorious history,

Rani Lakshmi Bai

to soaring the skies as Sunitha Williams,

from building empires as entrepreneurs to
conquering Mt. Everest,

from being the Queens of the ground in sports to
heading financial institutions,

there is nothing she can't achieve.

Here as bankers contributing to this prestigious
organization with poise,

you ace every profession like a Queen!
beautifully playing the role as a daughter, sister,
wife, mother, friend, a woman and many more,
Just reinstating Woman is the radiance of God,

she is Creative; not Created.

S Kiranmayie Sai
Z0, Vishakhapatnam
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Derivatives as financial
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products

have long been mystified and avoided

by common people owing to its

complex nature. The great recession

of 2008 worsened the case which

clearly made the Credit Default Swaps

(CDS) a villain.

Academicians,

Investment Bankers have long known

the benefits of Derivatives

for

hedging. It acts like an insurance

guarding you against

the

uncertainties of future. In that way,

derivatives may be complex, but they

protect you like angels from
uncertainties of time.

FORWARD

the

A forward contract is essentially a

"lock-in" agreement. It's an over the

counter (OTC) deal between two

parties to buy or sell an asset at a

specific price on a future date,

regardless of what the market price is
at that time. Think of it to delete

"price anxiety" from your future.

Scenario: The coffee company, “Pru”

and the Farmer.

Pru needs 1,000 Kgs of coffee beans

in six months. A Farmer expects to

harvest those beans at the same time.

The Risk: Pru fears the price of coffee

will  skyrocket (making it

too

expensive to deliver their order). The

Farmer fears the price will crash

(making it impossible to cover his

costs).

The Solution: They enter a forward

contract.

Derivatives in Detail

This is how the Transaction Plays

Out. They agree on a price today—

let's say Rs. 300 per Kg—for delivery

in exactly six months.

MARKET |WHAT THE
PRICE (in 6)HAPPENS? |RESULT
months)
3500/ Pru still Pru saves
Kg (Price |pays %2,00,000/-
Rose) ¥ 300/kg
3100/ Pru still The farmer
Kg (Price |pays is saved
Dropped) [¥300/kg [froma
loss of
32,00,000/-
3300/ The Both parties
Kg (No contractis |had price
Change) fulfilled as |certainty
agreed
Key Takeaways:
1. Customizable: Forward contracts

are private and can be tailored to

flexible amount or date.

Obligation: Both parties must
fulfil the contract. There is no
"opting out" if the market price

moves against you.

Counterparty Risk: Since this is a
handshake

written), there is a risk that one

private (even if

party might default if they can't
deliver the goods or the cash.

FUTURES

Futures are the organized, high-

speed cousins of forward contracts. A

futures contract is a standardized

deal traded on a public exchange.

I " . o 2026

Think of a Forward as a custom-

tailored suit and a Futures as a suit

you buy off the rack at a department

store.

The Key Differences:

- Futures are traded on an
exchange, they have some

specific rules that make them
safer and faster to trade than

forwards.

Standardization: You can not
negotiate the details.

Marked to Market (The "Daily
Tab"): Unlike a forward contract
where no money moves until the
end, futures are settled daily. If
you are winning, money is added
to your account every night. If
you are losing, money is taken

out.

The Clearing house: You never
have to worry about the person
on the other side "flaking" on the
deal. The exchange acts as the
middleman, guaranteeing that

everyone gets paid.

A Real-World Example: Airline

Fuel

Imagine an airline like Air India

wants to lock in the price of jet fuel

for the festive travel season to avoid a

sudden price spike.

The Trade: Air India buys 100 "Crude

Oil Futures" contracts at $80 per

barrel for delivery in July.

The Margin: Air India does not pay
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the full price upfront. They put down
a"deposit" (called Initial Margin), say
10% of the total value.

The Daily Adjustment:

Day 1: Oil rises to $82. The exchange
adds $2 per barrel to Air India's

account immediately.

Day 2: Oil drops to $79. The exchange
deducts $3 per barrel from Air India's

account.

The Result: By the time October
arrives, the net amount of money Air
India has gained or lost in their
trading account perfectly offsets the
price they must pay for actual fuel at

the airport.

Why use Futures instead of

Forwards?

1. Liquidity: You can get in and out

of a futures contract in a
millisecond. With a forward, you
are stuck with the other person

until the contract ends.

2. No Credit Checks:

exchange clears the trade and

Since the

requires a margin deposit, you
do not need to know if the person
you

are trading with is

trustworthy:.

In futures trading, Margin is not a
down payment. The price of the
the

exchange needs to make sure you

contract changes every day,

have the money to cover your

potential losses.

This leads us to the most stressful
phrase in derivatives business: The

Margin Call.

How the "Danger Zone" Works

When you open a futures position,
you must maintain a minimum
amount of cash in your account,
known as the Maintenance Margin. If
your trade starts losing money and
your account balance drops below
line,

that specific the exchange

triggers a Margin Call.

A Live Example: Betting on Silver

Let's say you think Silver is going to
go up. You buy one Silver Future

contract.

Initial Margin: You deposit¥10 lakhs
to open the trade.

Maintenance Margin: The exchange
says you must always keep at least %8

lakhs in your account.

The Market Moves Against You

Silver prices unexpectedly drop for
three days straight. Your losses are

"marked to market" daily:

Day 1: You lose Rs.1,00,000. Balance:
Rs. 9,00,000 (Safe).

Day 2: You lose Rs. 1,50,000. Balance:
Rs.7,50,000 (CRITICAL).

The Result

Because your balance (%7.5 lakhs) is
now below the Maintenance Margin
(X8 lakhs), you get the Call. You

typically have two choices:

Add Cash: You must immediately
deposit enough money to bring your
balance back up to the Initial Margin
(%10 lakhs), not just the %8 lakhs.

Force Close: If you don't send the
money, the exchange will instantly

sell your position at the current loss

and keep your remaining I7.5 lakhs.
The "Death Spiral” Effect

Margin calls are why market crashes
fast. If

thousands of traders get margin calls

sometimes happen so
at the same time and can not afford to
add cash, the exchange force-sells
their positions. This flood of selling
drives prices even lower, triggering

more margin calls for other people.
OPTIONS

While a forward or future contract is
a commitment, an option is exactly
what it sounds like: a choice. You pay
a small fee upfront for the right to
buy or sell something later, but if the
deal does not benefit you, you can

simply walk away.
EXAMPLE:

Imagine there is a massive Multi
Starrer music concert for a famous
band being announced in three
months. You are not sure if the ticket
prices will skyrocket or it will be a
flop, because there maybe local body
elections in your city during that

time.

The Agreement: You pay a friend,
who has early access a ¥50 premium

today.

The Option: In exchange, your friend
gives you the option to buy a front-
row ticket from them for ¥500, the
strike price, three months from now.

Two Possible Outcomes

1. The "Success" Route- Exercising
the Option
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The concert sells out in seconds, and

tickets are being sold for ¥1,200.

Action: You use your option. You pay

your friend the agreed I500.

Result: You just got a 31,200 tickets
for a total of ¥550 (3500 + %50
premium). You can keep it or sell it
for a%650 profits.

2. The "Flop" Route- Letting the
Option Expire.

The election date coincides with the
concert date, the concert timing is
reduced to 2 hours from 5 hours, and
tickets are selling for only Rs. 200 on

the open market.

Action: You choose not to use your
option. Why pay your friend Rs.500
for something worth 32007

Result: You walk away. You lose the
Rs. 50 fee you paid upfront, but you
are not stuck buying an overpriced
ticket.

In the stock market, these tools are
used to bet on or protect against a

company'’s future price.
EXAMPLE:

Let's use L&T Technology Services
(LTTS), which is currently a massive

focus for Al investors.

Imagine LTTS is trading at Rs. 120
today.

1. The Call Option (The Choice)
You think LTTS’, new Al chips will be

a hit, but you don't want to risk
312,000 to buy 100 shares.

The Trade: You buy a "Call Option"
with a Strike Price of ¥130 expiring in

one month.

The Cost: You pay a I5 premium per
share (Total: ¥500).

Two possible outcomes:

- LTTS’, stocks hit ¥150 after a
month. You exercise your call
option, and you get the stocks at
agreed strike price of ¥130. You
can sell them at a profit of I15
per share (3150 - {I130+35})

- LTTS’, stocks hit ¥80 after a
month. You can choose NOT to
exercise your call option and in
that case your loss is only ¥500,
the premium amount.

2. The Put option

Now, we shift from being an optimistic
buyer to a cautious investor. A Put
optionisessentially priceinsurance—
it protects you from a drop in value.

Imagine you currently own 100
shares of LTTS, trading at ¥120. You
have made a great profit, but you are
nervous that a new competitor might
announce a better Al chip, causing
LTTS’, stock to crash.

The Strategy: Buying a Put Option

You buy a "Put Option" with a Strike
Price of Rs. 110 that expires in one
month.

The Cost: You pay a I5 premium per
share (Total: ¥500).

The Right:
guaranteed
shares(put) at %110, even if the
market price drops to zero.

You now have the

right to sell your

IR 5 o, - 2026

Two Possible Outcomes

- The "Crash"

Insurance Pays

The
rival

Scenario-

Off. A
companyreleasesarevolutionary
Al chip, and LTTS’, stock price
plummets to ¥80.

Your Move: You "exercise" your
Put option.

The Result: While everyone else
is forced to sell at ¥80, you sell
your shares at your locked-in
%110. The Math: You saved %30
per share. After subtracting the
I5 fee you paid; you are 32,500
better off than if you didn't have
the option.

- The Other (The
Insurance Expires). The fear was

Scenario

unfounded. LTTS announces a
massive new contract, and the

stock price jumps to ¥150.

Your Move: You let the Put option
expire worthless. Why would
you sell at Rs. 110 when the
market is paying Rs. 1507

The Result: You still own your
shares which are now worth
much more. You simply lose the
Rs.500 fee you paid for the peace
of mind.

The Takeaway: A Call is a bet on the
"upside"” wanting to buy low and sell
high), while a Put is a bet on the
"downside" wanting to sell high even
when the market is low.

SWAP
A Swap is the fourth major pillar of

derivatives. While forwards, futures,
and options are usually about a one-
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time transaction,a Swap isarecurring
exchange of cash flows over several
Think of
with
because they have something you

years. it as trading

"conditions" someone else

want, and vice versa.

The Most Common Example: The
Interest Rate Swap

Imagine two companies that both
want to borrow $1 million for 5 years,
but they have different preferences
for their interest rates.

Company A (The Conservative): Has a
"floating" rate. They are terrified that
the interest rates will rise, so they
want a fixed rate for peace of mind.

Company B (The Risk-Taker): Has a
"fixed" rate of 5%. They believe
interest rates are going to drop
significantly and want a floating rate

to save money.

How the Swap Works

They don't pay off each other's loans.
Instead, they sign a contract to swap
the interest payments only.

Company A agrees to pay Company B
a fixed 5%.

Company B agrees to pay Company A
the floating market rate (e.g., Secured
Overnight Financing Rate, SOFR).
Why do people use Swaps?

Swaps are like a financial "bridge."
They allow companies to:
Risk:

unpredictable expense into a

- Manage Turn an

predictable one.

- Get Better Rates: Sometimes a
company is so well-known that

they get a great "fixed" rate deal
from a bank, but they wanted a
floating rate. They take the fixed
deal and "swap" it with someone
else to get the floating rate they
desired at a cheaper cost than
the bank offered.

The Credit Default Swap (CDS) is
essentially an insurance policy on a
loan. It became infamous during the
2008 financial

allowed people to bet on whether

crisis because it

others would go bankrupt.

The Scenario: The Lender and the
Insurer

Imagine Bank A lends $10 million to a

large Construction Company.

The Fear: Bank A is worried the
Construction Company might go

bankrupt and never pay the money
back.

The Solution: Bank A goes to an
Insurance Fund (or another Bank)

and buys a Credit Default Swap.
This works exactly like car insurance:

The Premium: Bank A pays the
Insurance Fund a yearly fee (e.g.,
$100,000) to keep the "policy” active.

The "CreditEvent": Ifthe Construction
Company stays healthy and pays its
debts, the Insurance Fund simply
keeps the premiums. Bank A loses a
bit of money (the fee) but gains total

peace of mind.

The Default:
Company goes bankrupt:

If the Construction

The Insurance Fund must pay Bank A
the full $10 million (the "Face Value").

In exchange, Bank A hands over the
"worthless" loan documents to the
Insurance Fund.

The 2008 Twist:

The reason CDS became a "villain" in
financial history is that you do not
have to own the loan to buy a swap on
it. Imagine you see your neighbour
driving recklessly. In the world of
finance, you could buy "insurance" on
your neighbour’s house even though
you don't live there. If the house
burns down, you get the insurance
check.

Speculation: Thousands of traders
bought CDS on subprime mortgages
theydidn'town. They were essentially
betting that the housing market
would collapse.

Systemic Risk: When the houses did
burn down (the mortgages defaulted),
the companies that sold the insurance
(like AIG) suddenly owed trillions of
dollars they did not have.

Derivatives have stood the test of
time, and have stood as shield
between risk and return for long. It is
for our benefit that we take interest
in the same and master the skills of
using derivatives to minimise risk

and maximise returns.

Arka Chakraborty
R.0., Ernakulam
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[ have been posted at Kalkere, a rural
branch 15 Kms, out of Bangalore City.
This picturesque branch is situated in
the Sylvanic sprawling grounds of
UBI Staff College, Bannerghatta. [ am
one of those few officers lucky enough
to acquire "Rural Experience" while
residing in town with my family.

Not only is daily routine at the branch
exciting and new, but also each day
brings with it the satisfaction of doing
some service to the illiterate
population of rural India. The other
day, Shri Chikkavenkatswamy, son of
Shri Doddamunivenkatappa called at
the branch. He was dirty, smelly and
unkempt- “want to keep Rs 10.000/-
in Fixed”, he said Unbelievingly I said,
"Is that so?" At the same time, I didn't
want to lose a good deposit, so very
patiently and politely I described the
various schemes and rates of interest
for different periods - "Okay" he says.
"I want to keep Rs. 10,000/- in my
grandson's name for 10 years I have
brought his photo. "Very politely I
explain that little "Ramesh" will grow
very different in 10 years, so his
photo is not necessary, but could he,
Shri Chikkavenkatswamy, give me his
own photo and put his thumb
impression on the form? He is
shocked. "But the money is not for
me, it is for my grandson. [ don't want
to give my photo" After much
explanation and due argument, Shri
Chikkavenkatswamy puts his own
thumb impression on the card,
promises to bring his photo but

316G 11 3B 03, Vol 11, issue 03, 1989

Rural Posting can be Fun

Vasantha Peter, Officer, Kalkere Branch, Bannerghatta Bangalore, Karnataka

insists that his grandson's photo be
kept on record (A deposit in a rural
branch regardless of the amount is a
much sought after prize which we
welcome with open arms and don’t
mindagreeingtominoridiosyncrasies
like keeping a photo of an infant along
with the card) Now the voucher is
ready and I requested the gentleman
to pay the cash, secretly wondering
from where this smelly villager would
fish out the money. First Rs 1,000/-
from his left inner vest pocket and
another Rs 1,000/- from the right.
Then, he nonchalantly lifted his dhoti
and pulled out another amount from
the pocket of his underpants. Then
the folds of his sleeve cuffs unfurled
some more. Thus, he took Rs 10.000/-
soiled, sweat-smelling notes from off
his person and deposited it. The FDR
made, the gentleman thanked me
profusely and left the branch with a
grateful "Namaste", as if I had helped
him do the impossible.

Then there was the day an important
customer had asked us to keep
Rs. 75.000/- cash ready as he had a
big payment to make. Our small rural
branch with less cash holding, so the
manager asked me to bring
Rs 75.000/- from Jayanagar, our
nearest branch in town. Early
morning | went to Jayanagar on my
Kinetic Honda and requested the
manager. He agreed but not before
frightening the daylights out of me by
enumerating how dangerous it was
for me, a woman to take so much on a

I "5 e, o 2026

two-wheeler on the lonely country
road etc. etc. etc. [ listened,
nervousness growing within me, but
the manager would be annoyed if I
didn’t get it. So, I insisted, and he
directed me to the accountant. The
latter after duly warning me again,
gave me the voucher and I collected
the amount from the cashier in the
strong room to avoid being noticed in
the public, loaded the money in my
handbag and came out flanking it
with my knitting and lunch box and
left the branch.

After carefully looking around. I
started the scooter on the long ride to
kalkere, sure that every man on the
road is after my money. As I was
happily riding along, I noticed one
motorcycle follow me. A man with a
green helmet. | went fast and in the
rear-view mirror I noticed that he
also sped, I slowed down, and the
man slows down too. Heavens! he
was after the money. [ raced on and
he came after me. Then ata crossroad,
[lost him. Yippee! I am free; [ thought
and happily left the town road and
got into the empty countryside road.
Atalonely spot, I noticed, a motorbike
parked ahead of me and a man with
the green helmet “pretending to
repair it. Wow! Like a Hadley chase
novel? I began sweating, though it
was a cold November morning. I was
sure the man with the green helmet
was planning an ambush. There was
no help in sight. I prayed fervently
and raced past him. The poor
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gentleman had genuine engine
trouble and did not even glance at
me. | raced on to the branch and
quickly gave the cash to the cashier.

Another heart-warming experience
is the complete trust and childlike
faith of the average rural customer.
Smt. Gowramma, wife of late
Chennabasappa, address Coconut
tree, Sakalvara post and village,
Anekal taluka, came to us the other
day. Her only son rummaging through
her belongings and wanted to steal
her Rs. 2.000/-which she had saved

over the years from her earning of
flower selling "Could you please keep
the money" she says. "l don't trust
them at home." So her savings
account has been opened and she
comes to us every now and again to
deposit or withdraw cash, with a long
tale of woe about her son each time.
Each time she leaves. she closes her
eyes and gives a warm "namaste"”, as
if to say how happy she feels to be
relieved of her worries and to know
that her money is safe with us.

Of course, there are frustrating

moments when a customer deposits
Rs. 10,000/- today, takes a loan of
Rs. 500/- the next, Rs. 400/-the next
Rs. 300/- the next day and so on and
on in little amounts, till we are forced
to ask him to close the deposit before
maturity. Then there is the customer
who comes so regularly that from the
door itself he gives a loud salute to all
and enters the branch. Yes, rural
banking is truly a satisfying. exciting
experience, not to mention the
beautiful countryside and fresh air
thrown in as bonus.
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First Day in the Office

M.S. Subramanya, Stenographer, ZAO, Bangalore

Being unemployed, with only a
science degree to my name. | often
used to feel that past good deeds only
can manifest in wonderful things as
finding a job. Naturally, my joy knew
no bounds on the day I received the
appointment order of our Bank.
Feeling great, dressed neat and tidy, I
cycled to the Office to be there well
within the scheduled time. After
completion of the usual duty-report
formalities, | was asked to sit before a

lifeless, most innocuous object
TYPEWRITER. Though a
Stenographer, I was also given

manuscripts for typing. The work
was started with the only aim of
getting praise for my work, by typing
letters quickly and of course, without
exhibiting any nervousness of being
new.

Of the manuscripts given for typing
on that eventful day, there was a
process note of a Credit proposal

from a manufacturing unit drafted by
a Sr Officer (C.A.). Thinking of getting
a pat on the back, I took extra care to
see that there should be no spelling
or over-typing mistakes. The typing
of that process note was completed
very cautiously.

Expecting many good words for my
work. I personally took that very
quickly & neatly-typed-Note to that
Sr. Officer As though after a big task
very successfully completed. I
returned to my seat only to be called
by that Sr. Officer immediately. I ran
to his seat and stood very humbly
before him. And politely uttered, "Did
you call me, Sir?

Nodding his head, he asked, "Since
when are you in our Bank? [ said, "Sir,
this is the first day". A moment of
silence elapsed which made me very
uncomfortable. He suddenly started
to grin from ear to ear. | became more

confused. He stopped laughing and
questioned. "How exactly is the
abbreviation RM used? Pat came my
reply "REGIONAL MANAGER as if I
was well informed about the Bank on
the first day itself. Remarking "Good",
my attention was drawn to a
paragraph which had been typed as
under:

"The Regional Manager's
consumption during the quarter
ended is on the higher side
compared to the previous quarter.
The sales and finished goods
figures do not compare favourably
with Regional Manager's
consumption......

The fact that the abbreviation R.M. is
also used to mean raw material came
to light only then. This first day
learning experience in the office
remains indelibly printed in my
memory.
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